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Seeking Christ and serving others until all things are made new. 

January 12, 2020 
Baptism of the Lord 

Celebration of Worship 
 

Welcome, Announcements, and Connection Cards (Seated)                                                           
 

Prelude (Seated) 

 “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”   
 - Variations by Michael Burkhardt 

Dr. Charles Canaan, organist 
  

Call to Worship (Standing)                                                       Paula Zavitz            
 Leader: O God, some of us are discouraged and long for your embrace. 
 People: Wash us with your love. 
 Leader: Some of us are weary,  
  weighed down by the desperation of this world. 
 People: Wash us with your hope. 
 Leader: Some of us are anxious and seek refuge from chaotic lives. 
 People: Wash us with your peace.  
 Leader:  Some of us are restless, yearning for renewal or transformation. 
 People: Wash us with your grace. 
 Leader: However we come into your presence,  
  pour out your Spirit upon us.  
 People: Let us come to the waters of baptism. Let us worship God! 
 

Hymn 96 (Standing)    
 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  
  
 
 

First Presbyterian Church Staff  
 
 

Rev. Dr. Diane Janssen Hemmen                                                Head of Staff 
Paula Zavitz                                                                               Pastoral Associate 
Dr. Melissa Bumbach                                                 Director of Music Ministry 
Shelly Tupper                                                  Office Coordinator/Accompanist 
Martha Robinson      Director of Youth Ministry 

Announcements 

 
 Small Groups -  Winter small groups begin today. If you have not signed up for a 
small group, but would still like to attend, please fill out a sign-up sheet at the first 
class. 
 The Forgiveness small group will meet Sundays after worship in the chapel.  
 The Formative Faith Books small group will meet on Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. in 

the Aspen Room at Westhills Village. 
 Wired Word meets on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the social room. 
 Sew & Sews meet on Mondays at 9:30 a.m. in the lounge. 
 Music in Worship meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. 
 
Unhanging of the Greens - We will be meeting immediately following worship, 
today, to help take down the Christmas decorations. Please stay and help if you 
are able. All helpers, young and old, are welcome. 
 
Congregational Meeting - The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be on  
Sunday,  February 2 following worship in the sanctuary. 
 
Baby Boy - Congratulations to Gabriel and Jennifer Michaloski on the birth of 
their baby boy on December 22. Mark Reuben Michaloski weighed 6 lbs., 8 oz. 
and was 18 inches long. 
 
A Note from the Robinsons - Thank you so much for your support of our family 
as we transition to the next part of our journey. The prayer shawls are beautiful 
and will be a great comfort and reminder of our friends here at FPC. We are  
grateful for your generosity with the love gift and appreciate all of the words of 
encouragement. Thank you again for all of the love! 
 
Deacons Meeting - There will be a deacons meeting on Sunday, January 26 in the 
lounge. 

Serving This Week 
 

Lector - Tiffany Hunt 
Godly Play - Katie Wiedrich & 
                     Kaylie Tupper 
AV - Lenny Young & Chris Dancy 
Coffee Servers - Helene Siekman & 
                          Lauree Buus 

Serving Next Week 
 

Lector - Dawn Bargmann 
Godly Play - Amy Berke & 
                     Donita O’Meara 
AV - Lenny Young & Ivan Kundel 
Coffee Servers - Karen Mulder & 
                       Ron & Mary Ann Davis 

 

Prayer Requests 
 

Audrey Hamm 
Al Johnson 

Dianne Rodrigue 
Peter Bissonette 

The Family of Ron Rabbass 
The Family of Robert “Bob” Johnson 

The Longden Family 
The Family of Norma “Maxine” Redin 

This Week at First Presbyterian Church   
 

Today:   Wired Word              9:00 a.m. 
   Worship                                                        10:00 a.m. 
   Unhanging of the Greens                                11:00 a.m. 
   Fellowship                                                     11:15 a.m. 
   Outreach                                                      11:15 a.m. 
   Forgiveness Small Group                                 11:15 a.m. 
   Youth Group                                         5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Monday:  Sew & Sews                         9:30 a.m.  
Tuesday:  Formative Faith Books @ Westhills                   6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday:  Sanctuary Bells                                               5:45 p.m. 
   Praise Team                                                    6:00 p.m. 
   Chancel Choir                                                7:00 p.m. 
Thursday:  Walkabout                                   7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
   Third Thursday Service @ Westhills                   9:30 a.m. 
Friday:   Church Office Closed 
   Walkabout                                   7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday:  Men’s Fellowship             7:00 a.m. 
Sunday:     Wired Word              9:00 a.m. 
   Worship                                                        10:00 a.m. 
   Fellowship                                                     11:15 a.m. 
   Forgiveness Small Group                                 11:15 a.m. 
   PNC                                                            11:15 a.m. 
   Youth Group                                         5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 Jan. 20 - Church Office Closed  
 Feb. 2 - Annual Meeting of the Congregation 



The Gospel Lesson (Seated)                
  Matthew 3:13-17  
 
 Leader: The word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 

 
The Message (Seated)                              

 
Affirmation of Faith (Standing)         
 All: God’s sovereign love is a mystery  
   beyond the reach of the human mind.  
   Human thought ascribes to God  
   superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness.  
   But God reveals divine love in Jesus Christ  
   by showing power in the form of a servant,  
   wisdom in the folly of the cross,  
   and goodness in receiving  
   sinful men and women.  
   The power of God’s love in Christ  
   to transform the world  
   discloses that the Redeemer  
   is the Lord and Creator  
   who made all things  
   to serve the purpose of God’s love.  
                Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.15 

 
Hymn 177 (Standing)    
 “I Will Come to You” 

 
Prayers of Intercession (Seated)                                                       
 Leader: We approach God in prayer not as strangers, 
    but as beloved children, baptized in Christ Jesus, 
    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
    As children of God, we pray for the church . . . 
    Empower your church to preach Christ’s gospel 
    to all people, without prejudice or partiality, 
    so that all may believe and receive your grace. 
    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
    As children of God, we pray for the earth . . .  
    With your powerful voice, speak peace— 
    peace to the waters, peace to the wilderness 
    peace to the forests, peace to the flood.  
    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
    As children of God, we pray for all nations . . .  
    Give justice to all who are oppressed; 
    help those who are weary and crushed by pain, 
    for we long to see the new thing you are doing. 
    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
     

Prayer of Confession (Seated)                                       Tiffany Hunt 
 Leader: The voice of the Lord 
  that thundered over primeval waters to call forth life 
  echoes over these waters,  
  calling us to repentance,  
  calling us to righteousness,  
  calling us to new life.  
  Heeding the voice that called us into being, 
  let us confess our sin before God and one another.  
 People: God of grace, 
  You claim us as beloved children and call us to follow you,  
  but we do not always live out this calling.   
  We stifle the gifts you have given us  
  rather than using them for your glory. 
  We sidestep opportunities to offer kindness  
  rather than showing love to our neighbors.    
  We pretend we can do nothing to further justice in our world 
  and shy away from taking risks for the sake of the gospel.  
  Forgive us, Lord.  
  Wash us again in the waters of baptism  
  and transform us by your grace,  
  so that our words may further righteousness  
  and our deeds be pleasing in your sight.  
  We pray in the name of Jesus Christ,  
  who offers us new life. 

  
Assurance of Pardon (Seated)                                                   Tiffany Hunt  
 Leader: As the voice from heaven spoke when Jesus emerged from Jordan’s 
  waters, so God speaks to us: “This is my child, my beloved,  
  with whom I am well pleased.” Siblings in Christ,  
  the God who claims us in the waters of baptism 
  upholds us, delights in us, forgives us.  
 People: Glory be to the God of grace!  

 
Passing of the Peace (Standing)                                                 Tiffany Hunt  
 Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: As God has greeted us with his peace, 
  so let us pass the peace of Christ to each other.  

The congregation offers one another signs of welcome, peace and reconciliation.  
 
Gloria Patri #582 (Standing) 

 “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” 
Stanza 1 only 

 
Children’s Message (Seated)                                                              
 
The Old Testament Lesson (Seated)                                     Tiffany Hunt                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 Isaiah 42:1-9 
 
 Leader: The word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 
 

    As children of God, we pray for this community . . .  
    Let the message of your saving love in Christ 
    spread out from this place, in words of testimony 
    and in acts of mercy, kindness, and healing.  
    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
    As children of God, we pray for loved ones . . . 
    By your Spirit, embrace those who are suffering, 
    especially to those who feel no love this day; 
    let them know that they, too, are your beloved children. 
    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
    Holy One, as you are well pleased with Christ, 
    help us to live in a way that will be pleasing to you. 
    As you have called us to listen to Christ, 
    help us to always heed his word and seek his will.  
    These things we pray in the name of Jesus,  
    your beloved Child, our Savior and Lord.  

 
The Lord’s Prayer (Seated)                                    
  All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come; thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread; 
   and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
   and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Gathering of Tithes, Offerings and Connection Cards (Seated) 
 Offertory (Seated) 

“Take Me to the Water” 
Chancel Choir 

 
 Doxology 606 (Standing)    

  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 
 Prayer of Dedication (Standing) 

 
Hymn 164 (Standing)                                           

 “Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways” 
  Tune of Hymn 197 ELLACOMBE 
 
Charge and Benediction (Standing)    
  
Postlude 
 “Voluntary in F Major”                                    Maurice Greene  

Dr. Charles Canaan, organist 


