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Seeking Christ and serving others until all things are made new. 

April 28, 2019 
Second Sunday of Easter 

Celebration of Worship 
 

 
Welcome and Announcements (Seated)                    Pastor Jeff Kintner                                                            
 

Prelude (Seated) 

 “”                                
 

The Acolytes carry in the flame and light the candles at the beginning of the service. Since ancient 
times, light and fire have reminded people that God is here with us, so this morning, the lighting of the 

candles represents the Holy Spirit coming into the presence of the worship community.  
 

Call to Worship (Standing)                                                  Pastor Jeff Kintner                   
 Leader: We believe in God, who made us in His image. 
 People: We live, we love, we laugh, because we are like Him. 
 Leader: We believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God,  
  our Lord and Savior. 
 People: He had the last laugh on the devil 
  when He rose from the dead. 
 Leader: We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  coequal and coeternal with the Father and the Son. 
 People: Our counselor, our guide, our motivator – He is our joy! 
 Leader: Forgive us, Lord, when we take ourselves too seriously, 
  when we don't enter into the joy that is ours as your children, 
  when we forget that you will have the last laugh in this world. 
 People: Restore to us the joy of our salvation,  
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Serving This Week 
 

Lector - Youth 
Acolyte - Youth 
Greeter - Henry & Ethel Cordes 
Ushers - Richard, Claire, Joe, Erik, 
              Mary & Sarah Allen 
Godly Play - No Godly Play 
AV - Lenny Young & Ivan Kundel  
        Tami Lindquist - Video 
Coffee Servers - Karen Mulder & 
                          Mary Ann Davis 

Serving Next Week 
 

Lector - Youth 
Acolyte - Youth 
Greeter - Bruce & Jackie Allen 
Ushers - Youth 
Godly Play - No Godly Play 
AV - Ron Bischoff & Lenny Young  
        Tami Lindquist - Video 
Coffee Servers - TBD 

This Week at First Presbyterian Church   
 

Today:   Wired Word              9:00 a.m. 
   Worship                                                        10:00 a.m. 
   Fellowship                                                     11:00 a.m. 
   Youth Group    5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Monday:  Sew & Sews                                                     9:30 a.m.                                      
Wednesday:  Sanctuary Bells                                               6:00 p.m. 
Thursday:  Stewardship                        5:15 p.m. 
   Trustees                         6:00 p.m. 
Friday:   Church Office Closed 
Saturday:  Men’s Fellowship             7:00 a.m. 
Sunday:     Wired Word              9:00 a.m. 
   Worship (Youth Sunday)                                10:00 a.m. 
   Fellowship                                                     11:00 a.m. 
   Youth Group    5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Announcements 

 

Women’s Retreat - May 3-5, women of all ages can take a respite from the busy-
ness of their lives and share fellowship with one another at the annual Women’s 
Retreat at Pioneer Lodge. This year’s theme is “Singing in the Rain,” led by Rev. 
Kristi Holler. Register now at www.pioneerrimrock.camp. 
 
Graduation Recognition - On May 5, we will be recognizing students in our faith 
community that will be graduating. If you have an immediate family member 
that you would like recognized, please email Martha Robinson 
(martha@fpcrc.org) with the following info: name, from where he/she is graduat-
ing, next steps (college/major, technical school, work?), and a digital picture. Info 
is due by April 28.  
 
VBS - Registration for 2019 Vacation Bible School is now open. Please go to our 
website to register: www.fpcrc.org. This summer, VBS will be here at First Presby-
terian Church from Sunday, June 2 through Wednesday, June 5, 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Dinner will be served each evening at 5:30. If you would like to donate supplies 
for VBS, please see Paula Zavitz in the social room after worship. 
 
Volunteer Breakfast - The Cornerstone Rescue Mission is having a volunteer 
appreciation breakfast on May 18 at 8:30 a.m. at Terra Sancta Retreat Center. If 
you would like to attend, please RSVP to Deb by May 3 at 605-718-8712 or 
dberg@cornerstonemission.org. 
 
Scholarship - We are now accepting applications for our church’s Advanced Edu-
cation Scholarship. This is for students who are planning to study in the college, 
post-college or vocational school environment and have been members of FPC 
for at least a year or whose parents/guardians are members. Applications can be 
downloaded from the church’s website (www.fpcrc.org) by using the “Media and 
Documents” and then “Forms” tabs. Send completed applications to  
office@fpcrc.org by May 15. 

Upcoming Events 
 

 May 5 - Youth Sunday 
 June 2-5 - VBS 

JUST FOR LAUGHS 
 

The Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10:00. All ladies are invited 
to lunch in the Fellowship Hall after the B.S. is done. 

 
The peace-making meeting scheduled for today has been canceled due to a conflict. 

 
Don’t let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 

G.K. Chesterton once wrote: 

“Angels can fly because they take themselves lightly. 

Never forget that the devil fell by force of gravity. 

He who has the faith has the fun.” 
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Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer  
 Leader: Amid the laughter and celebration of this day, it’s good that  
   we pause and remember that many carry burdens that need  
   not be carried alone. God of grace, God of love and laughter,  
   we thank you that we are so wondrously created and that we  
   are made for relationship with you and with one another.  
   We thank you for laughter with friends and loved ones. We  
   thank you for the laughter of children, and the song it creates 
   in our hearts. By your great unending love, you inspire in us  
   a spirit of imagination and creativity. Help us to use that  
   spirit to play more, to laugh more, and to create beauty in  
   every way possible. Remind us to laugh out loud, for doing so 
   will heal some of the wounds within us. Not all, but some.  
   God, we pray for those who cannot find their laughter today. 
   For those who are grieving, or suffering illness of body, mind 
   or spirit...for those who are lonely and in need of someone to 
   share their time and friendship... for those who have not yet  
   moved into the season and spirit of Easter and find  
   themselves stuck in the gloom of Good Friday. May these  
   and the troubles of all your people be soothed, blessed, and  
   comforted by your holy presence. May we each find the  
   laughter within us that sets our spirits free, and in that  
   freedom, may we take your love into every part of our lives.  
   These and all the prayers of our hearts we offer now in the  
   name of Jesus, who taught us to pray together saying… 
 

Hymn (Standing) 
 “When We Are Tempted”   
 

The Second Lesson (Seated)                                              Pastor Jeff Kintner                               
 Revelation 1:4-8 
 
 Leader: The word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 
 

The Message (Seated)                                                             Pastor Jeff Kintner                                                    
 “The Last Laugh” 
 

Affirmation of Humor 
 All: We believe with Solomon that 
   “there is a time to weep and a time to laugh.” 
   We believe with Chrysostom that 
   “laughter has been implanted in our souls.” 
   We believe with Aquinas that there is a time for 
  “playful deeds and jokes.” 
  We believe with Luther that 
  “You have as much laughter as you have faith.” 
  We believe with Calvin that 
  “we are nowhere forbidden to laugh.” 
  We believe with Francis De Sales that 
  “humor is a foundation for reconciliation.” 
   

Hymn (Standing) 
 “God Bless You Merry Sinner” 
 

Prayer of Confession 
  Leader: God of joy, we know that you have blessed us richly, 
   yet so often we let our cares and concerns weigh too heavily. 
   You have given us Jesus Christ, 
   and raised him from the dead, 
   and promised us eternal life. 
   But we act like we don’t know it! 
   Forgive us, God! 
   Keep us mindful that you always have the last laugh, 
   and that your promise is for true joy in every circumstance,  
   and life forever. 
 
   (Silence for Reflection) 
 
 Assurance of Pardon 
  Leader: Christ is raised from the dead! Love wins! 
  People: Hallelujah! 
  Leader: Christ lives and reigns for us! 
  People: Hallelujah! 
   In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 

 Congregational Response #589 (Standing) 

  “Alleluia” 
Sing three times through. 

Cantor will sing the first time; All join on the repeat. 
 

Passing of the Peace  
 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you all.  
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: Christ is our joy and peace. Please take a moment to share  
   the peace of Christ as we greet each other this morning.   

The congregation offers one another signs of welcome, peace and reconciliation.  
 

Children’s Message (Seated)                                                              
Following the message, children are dismissed to Children’s Worship downstairs. 

 

The First Lesson (Seated)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 Psalm 150  
 
 Leader: The word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Anthem 
 “Jingle Bells Hallelujah”                       Arr. by Jonathan Miller 

Chancel Choir 
 
 
 

  We believe with Wesley that 
  “A sour religion is the devil’s religion.” 
   We believe with Kierkegaard that 
   “Humor is intrinsic to Christianity.” 
   We believe with Chesterton that 
   “A good joke is the closest thing  
   we have to divine revelation.” 
   We believe with Bonhoeffer that 
   “Ultimate seriousness is not without a dose of humor.” 
   We believe with Charles Schultz that 
   “Humor is proof that everything  
   is going to be alright with God nevertheless.” 
 

Connection Cards (Seated)                                                 Pastor Jeff Kintner 
 

Gathering of Tithes, Offerings and Connection Cards (Seated) 
 Offertory (Seated)                 
 

 Doxology #609 (Standing)    

  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

 Prayer of Dedication and Lord’s Prayer (Standing)                                 
 

Hymn (Standing)  
 “Sing a Happy Alleluia” 
 

Charge and Benediction (Standing)                               Pastor Jeff Kintner                                              
 Leader: May the God of Isaac, that is "laughter," 
   the Christ, who for the joy set before him endured the cross 
   and the Spirit of Joy be with you both now and forever. 
 People: Amen. 
 

Postlude 
 “The Throne Room and End Title”                    John Williams 
  from Star Wars: A New Hope                              

 
As the Acolytes carry the flame out of the sanctuary at the end of the service, we are reminded that 
God remains with us in all places at all times. We take God’s light with us as we leave the church, 

and it stays with us during the week ahead. 
 

~~~ 
When bulletins are waved during worship at FPC, it is a sign of appreciation for the music or other 

contribution to the service. It is an action which Pastor Jeff learned from New York Avenue Presbyteri-
an Church in Washington, D.C. as an alternative to clapping. For the wavers, it is an expression of 

joy in the moment and our connections with sisters and brothers in faith.  
 
 

 


