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Thank you, Paul Robinson, for filling our church and hearts with music these past 5 1/2 years.  
We are so grateful for the gifts that you’ve shared with FPC. You will truly be missed! 



 

 

Head of Staff 

Rev. Dr. Diane Janssen Hemmen   605-415-8659  

                                                  diane@fpcrc.org 
 

Director of Worship Arts/Organist 

Paul Robinson              605-343-6171 

                                                    paul@fpcrc.org 
 

Pastoral Associate 

Paula Zavitz              605-343-6171 

                                                  paula@fpcrc.org 
 

Director of Youth & Young Adults 

Martha Robinson              605-343-6171 

       martha@fpcrc.org 

 

Office Coordinator/Accompanist 

Shelly Tupper              605-343-6171  

                                                  office@fpcrc.org 
 

Connections Coordinator 

Dr. Melissa Bumbach             605-343-6171  

                                               melissa@fpcrc.org 
 

Treasurer        

Sue Callahan, Volunteer             605-343-6171                        
                       office@fpcrc.org 

Meet our Staff Dates to Remember 

 December 1 - Potluck & Advent Wreath Making 

 December 8 - Bells of the Hills Concert @ 2:00 at FPC 

 December 15 - Christmas Joy Offering 

 December 15 - Youth Christmas Party @ 5:00 p.m. 

 December 17 - Staff, Elder & Deacon Christmas Party  

                               @ 6:00 p.m. in the social room 

 December 21 - Longest Night Service @ 5:30 p.m. 

                               in the chapel 

 December 22 - Chancel Choir Cantata @ 4:00 p.m. 

                                Reception to follow 

 December 24 - Christmas Eve Service @ 5:30 p.m. 

                                Musical prelude begins 20 minutes prior. 

Advent Wreath Making  

& Potluck 
 

Sunday, December 1 

Immediately following worship 

Everyone is invited and encouraged  

to participate. Please bring a dish to 

share, if you are able. 



Giving Tree 
If you would like to brighten the holiday  

season of a senior in our community, please take a 
tag off of our giving tree in the Narthex 

(entryway). Each tag has an individual’s name and 
a suggested gift that they would appreciate. Please 

return your gift to the church office by  
Sunday, December 15. 

The Christmas Joy offering will be taken Sunday, December 15, during our worship  
service. Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to  
Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving to 
the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this gift by providing assistance to current and 
retired church workers in their time of need and developing our future leaders at 
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.  

5:30 PM 
Candlelight Service with Communion 

Musical Prelude 20 minutes prior to service 

Saturday, December 21 at 5:30 p.m. in the chapel 

Cello Prelude 15 minutes prior to service 

December 8, 2019 
2:00 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 



2019 Fun! 



Our Transition to Our Next Pastor 
 
Each month, we hope to place an update on our transition to our next pastor in the newsletter. We will send 
additional mailings/emails as needed. Remember, if you have questions or ideas, please feel free to share those 
with a session member or with Paula or Diane!   
 
Our congregation’s Nominating Committee presented their slates at our November 10 meeting of the congre-
gation. Co-Moderators Sue Callahan and Ardith Sand shared their appreciation for the efforts of this year’s 
Nominating Committee then presented the nominees for Deacon, for Elder, and for our Pastor Nominating 
Committee. There were no nominations from the floor; each group was elected with gratitude from the congre-
gation for their willingness to serve in the coming days. Our liaison to the presbytery’s Congregational and 
Pastoral Care ministry team, John Pehrson, was present for the meeting as well. 
 
Following the congregational meeting and their election, our PNC met for their first training session. The Stat-
ed Clerk and Mission Coordinator of the Presbytery of South Dakota, Kevin Veldhuisen, led that training. Our 
PNC also elected Claire Reilly-Allen and Charles Canaan to serve as Co-Moderators. The group set another 
meeting for November 24, and at that meeting continued the work of becoming a group, of getting to know 
and to trust one another more deeply, and began to review and research some of the materials we have from 
our visioning process and from past searches. In December, they plan to meet again -- in the midst of the busy-
ness of the holidays nonetheless -- to continue their work and even to set some goal dates/deadlines for the var-
ious tasks they will need to accomplish in the coming year. Please continue in prayer for our PNC! 
 
Our session met for their stated meeting on November 17, having had a called meeting on October 30 to re-
ceive word of the Robinsons resignations, and continued both the work of the day-to-day ministry and out-
reach of our congregation and the work of considering the bigger picture of our life together as a community of 
faith. This is challenging, spiritual, intentional work, and our session is engaged fully and doing great work in 
our behalf and for our benefit!  John Pehrson, our CPC liaison joined us to offer the support of the presbytery 
and his encouragement to stay connected to the larger issues of faith amidst our processes. The session also 
heard from our commissioner to the October meeting of the presbytery, Paula Zavitz, about a presentation on 
congregational vitality. As a congregation, we have much about which we can be excited and hopeful, includ-
ing those areas in which we have room to grow! 

Stewardship Update 

Thank you for your generosity! So far, we have received 61 pledges for a total of 

$321,376.00. This includes 9 new pledges for a total of $11,580.00. Last year, we 

had 83 pledges for a total of $372,748.00.  If you plan to make a pledge for 2020, 

please do this soon, as we are in the process of finalizing next year’s budget. 

12/24 - David True 

12/28 - Melissa Treinen 

12/30 - Daniel McGuire 

12/31 - John Huisman 

  12/2 -  Susan Callahan 

  12/3 -  Joseph Allen  

  12/8 -  Philip Hunt  

12/10 -  Kaylie Tupper 

             Isaac Canaan 

12/19 - Shirley Bloemendaal 

  Carol Longden 



First Presbyterian Church                     (605)343-6171                            office@fpcrc.org  

Office Reminders 
Any use of the church must be scheduled with the church office  

at 343-6171 or email office@fpcrc.org. 

 

Please submit your articles for the Newsletter by the 25th of the month. Items to be 

published in the bulletin should be submitted by noon on Wednesday of each week. To 

submit information, please contact the office.  

605-343-6171 or office@fpcrc.org 

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday: Closed 
Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

Outreach Impact 
The following message came 
from the Executive Director 
at Habitat for Humanity. 

 

It is so encouraging when a generous donor makes it 
possible to provide safety and stability for families. 
Thanks to you, Bill now has a home that can keep him a 
little warmer this winter. Bill is a self-employed veteran 
with limited income. His doors needed to be replaced, 
but he was unable to complete repairs on his own. Now 
with two of his doors updated, and a window replaced 
Bill’s home will hold more heat this winter, lowering his 
utility bills and helping him to stay in his affordable 
home. I am very grateful for your gift of $375.00 in  

support of affordable housing in the Black Hills area. 

Thank you to everyone that helped decorate  
our church for Christmas.  

Everything looks so beautiful!  
 

Stephen needed a break after 
all his hard work. 

The Love INC Bedding Ministry is in desperate need 
of queen-size bedding, especially blankets! If you have 

new or gently used bedding, please drop it  

off at the church. 

Bedding Needed 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 

 

30 31     

December  20 19  

Office Closed 

Office Closed 

Office Closed 

9:30 a.m. Sew & Sews 9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

11:15 a.m. Fellowship 

9:30 a.m. Sew & Sews 

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

11:15 a.m. Fellowship 

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

11:15 a.m. Fellowship 

7 a.m. Men’s     

           Fellowship 

7 a.m. Men’s     

           Fellowship 

9:30 a.m. Sew & Sews 

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

11:15 a.m. Fellowship 

Office Closed 

9:30 a.m. Sew & Sews 

5:15 p.m.  

Stewardship 

6 p.m. Trustees 

7 a.m. Men’s     

           Fellowship 

7 a.m. Men’s     

           Fellowship 

5-7 p.m. Youth  

5-7 p.m. Youth  

           Christmas Party 

5:45 p.m. Bells 

6 p.m. Praise Team 

7 p.m. Choir 

5:45 p.m. Bells 

6 p.m. Praise Team 

7 p.m. Choir 

5:45 p.m. Bells 

6 p.m. Praise Team 

7 p.m. Choir 

9:30 a.m. Third 
Thursday Service @ 
Westhills Village 

9:15 a.m. Women’s 

                Bible Study 

4 p.m. Women’s 

            Bible Study  

           @ Westhills 

Office Closed 

5:30 p.m. Session 

6 p.m. Staff, Elder, 
Deacon Christmas 
Party 

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

11:15 a.m. Potluck  &          

          Advent Wreaths                                

5-7 p.m. Youth  

Office Closed Office Closed Office Closed 

Office Closed 

Office Closed 

9:30 a.m. Sew & Sews 

2 p.m. Bells of Hills 

            Concert  

4 p.m. Choir Cantata 
5:30 p.m. Christmas  

               Eve Service 

5:30 p.m. Longest  

       Night Service in    

       Chapel 



710 Kansas City St. 
Rapid City, SD  57701 

Return Service Requested 

Have you recently moved? 

Want your newsletter in color via e-mail? 

Contact the church office at: 

605-343-6171 

E-mail: office@fpcrc.org 
 Church Website 

www.fpcrc.org 


