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To make an on-line donation, go to: 
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Seeking Christ and serving others until all things are made new. 

December 29, 2019 
First Sunday of Christmas 

Celebration of Worship 
 

Welcome (Seated)                                                           Chris Dancy                                            
 

Prelude (Seated) 

Matthew & Melissa Bumbach 
  

Call to Worship (Standing)                                                      Chris Dancy  
 Leader: In the beginning was the Word, 
  and the Word was with God,  
  and the Word was God.  
 People: The God of Heaven has become flesh  
  and made a home among us!  
 Leader: From the dawn of time, the Word was with God.  
  Through Christ creation had its birth;  
  without Christ the depths would lie in darkness.  
 People: The voice that awakened all creation  
  has called to us with a newborn’s cry.  
 Leader: In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  
  The light shines in the darkness,  
  and the darkness has not overcome it!  
 People: The Light shines among us. Alleluia! 
 

Hymn 136 (Standing)    
 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” 
  
 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church Staff  
 
 

Rev. Dr. Diane Janssen Hemmen                                                Head of Staff 
Paula Zavitz                                                                               Pastoral Associate 
Dr. Melissa Bumbach                                                 Director of Music Ministry 
Shelly Tupper                                                  Office Coordinator/Accompanist 
Martha Robinson      Director of Youth Ministry 

Announcements 

 

Soup Fellowship -  We will have a simple soup lunch following worship today. 
Please join us for this time of food and fellowship. All the food will be provided. 
 
Potluck - Our monthly potluck will be on Sunday, January 5 after worship. If you 
are able, please bring a dish to share.  
 
Small Groups -  There’s still time to sign-up for a winter small group.  Sign-up 
sheets and information about these groups are in the Narthex (entryway). All are 
welcome to join, including non-members/attendees, so please invite a friend. 
Winter small groups will begin the week of January 12.  

Serving This Week 
 

Lector - Chris Dancy 
Godly Play - No Godly Play 
AV - Ron Bischoff & Ivan Kundel 
Coffee Servers - Soup Lunch 

 

Serving Next Week 
 

Lector - Avis Tellinghuisen 
Godly Play - No Godly Play 
AV - TBD 
Coffee Servers - Lauree & Darwin Buus 

 

Prayer Requests 
 

Audrey Hamm 
Al Johnson 

Dianne Rodrigue 
The Family of Ron Rabbass 

Peter Bissonette 

This Week at First Presbyterian Church   
 

Today:   Wired Word              9:00 a.m. 
   Worship                                                        10:00 a.m. 
   Soup Lunch                                                   11:15 a.m. 
Monday:  Church Office Closed 
   Sew & Sews                         9:30 a.m. 
Tuesday:  Church Office Closed 
Wednesday:  Church Office Closed 
Thursday:  Trustees                                                          6:00 p.m. 
Friday:   Church Office Closed 
Saturday:  Men’s Fellowship             7:00 a.m. 
Sunday:     Wired Word              9:00 a.m. 
   Worship with 
   Ordination & Installation of Officers               10:00 a.m. 
   Potluck                                                         11:15 a.m. 



The Gospel Lesson (Seated)                                                              Paula Zavitz                                                                                                
  John 1:1-14  
 
 Leader: The word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 
 

The Message (Seated)                                                                            Paula Zavitz  
 

Affirmation of Faith (Standing)                                                       Paula Zavitz 
 All: The one sufficient revelation of God  
   is Jesus Christ,  
   the Word of God incarnate,  
   to whom the Holy Spirit  
   bears unique and authoritative witness  
   through the Holy Scriptures,  
   which are received and obeyed  
   as the word of God written.  

Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.27  
 

Hymn 113 (Standing)                                           

 “Angels We Have Heard on High”                                                 
 

Prayers of Intercession (Seated)                                                      Paula Zavitz  
 Leader: Remember God’s message: Do not be afraid! 
   Therefore we pray with hope and joy.  
   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
   With hope and joy, we pray for the church . . . 
   Make us messengers of your peace, 
   announcing the beauty of your reign 
   and the good news of salvation to all.  
   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
   With hope and joy, we pray for the earth . . . 
   Let all the earth make a joyful noise to you. 
   Let the waves of the sea clap their hands 
   and the mountains and hills sing with delight. 
   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
   With hope and joy, we pray for all nations . . . 
   Send your word of justice and peace 
   to all the peoples and nations of the earth, 
   so that all may know your saving power.  
   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
   With hope and joy, we pray for this community . . . 
   As you have come to live among us 
   through Christ, your Word made flesh, 
   let us be bearers of your grace and truth to all.  
   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
   With hope and joy, we pray for loved ones . . . 
   Shine with your healing, liberating light 
   on all who struggle to overcome the darkness 
   and live in the shadow of death.  
   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
Prayer of Confession (Seated)                                        Chris Dancy                                                                                                                            
 Leader: We have seen God’s glory,  
  full of grace and truth.  
  But our lives do not always bear witness to the light  
  which illumines our world.  
  Trusting holy light to overcome the most persistent darkness,  
  let us confess the sin that separates us from God and neighbor. 
 
  God Incarnate— 
  you comfort your people  
  and bring peace to conflicted hearts.  
 People: When cherished traditions distract us  
  from the call to care for neighbors, forgive us.  
  When generosity toward loved ones  
  stifles compassion for strangers in our midst, forgive us. 
 Leader: Send us out to proclaim the good news:  
  Jesus Christ is born! 
 People: Compel us to bear your love 
  in retirement homes and hospital rooms, 
  in forgotten neighborhoods and among forlorn neighbors.  
 Leader: Send us as messengers of your Gospel,   
 People: that all may know your comfort and peace.  
 

Assurance of Pardon (Seated)                                                    Chris Dancy                                                                                                                                                                             
 Leader: The One who is the reflection of God’s glory 
  and the imprint of God’s being 
  has become bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh,  
  that he might cleanse us from sin 
  and lift us into the presence of the Most High.  
  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, O people! 
  For, in Christ, the Word made flesh, 
  our God has comforted and redeemed us.  
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Passing of the Peace (Standing)                                                  Chris Dancy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: As God has greeted us with his peace, 
  so let us pass the peace of Christ to each other.  

The congregation offers one another signs of welcome, peace and reconciliation.  
 

Children’s Message (Seated)                                                             Paula Zavitz                                                                                                 
 

The Old Testament Lesson (Seated)                                      Chris Dancy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 Isaiah 52:7-10 
 
 Leader: The word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

   We ask these things with joy, O God, 
   confident in the knowledge of your goodness; 
   and we ask these things with hope, 
   knowing that our redeemer is here— 
   for to us is born a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord, 
   Jesus Christ, in whose holy name we pray.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer (Seated)                                   Paula Zavitz  
  All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come; thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread; 
   and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
   and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Announcements and Connection Cards (Seated)              Paula Zavitz                                                                                                               
•  I will attend the potluck on Jan. 5 after worship. 
• I will sign up for a small group (info and sign-up sheets in Narthex) 
• I will reflect upon the truth of how the word of God became God in the flesh through Jesus 
• I will sign up to help with hospitality duties (ushering/greeting) in the coming year as 
 part of a team (serving 1 time per month) 

 

Gathering of Tithes, Offerings and Connection Cards (Seated) 
 Offertory (Seated)                 
 

 Doxology 606 (Standing)    

  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

 Prayer of Dedication (Standing)                                               Paula Zavitz  
 

Hymn 134 (Standing)                                           

 “Joy to the World”       
 

Blessing and Charge (Standing)                                                       Paula Zavitz  
 Leader: The loving kindness of the Lord our God,  
  the grace of Jesus Christ our Savior, 
  and the renewing power of the Holy Spirit 
  be with you all. Alleluia! 
  Go and tell this good news of great joy: 
  to us a Savior is born. Amen. 
   

Postlude 
Matthew & Melissa Bumbach 


