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WE GET TO GIVE (WE DON’T GIVE TO GET) 

The 2019 Grow a Big Heart for the BIG Picture Stewardship effort is coming to 
fruition late this month. On October 27, 2019 we will ask for financial support for 
the vision and work of God’s church in Rapid City and the world. I am just com-
pleting my first year on the trustees committee and I need you to know how im-
pressed I have been with the thoughtful and careful management of your gifts 
given. We on trustees understand that when you give, you give a part of yourself. 
It involves commitment but even more, it involves hope for what our role can be 
in the world. 

I love that our church has a vision that is already being implemented. We are al-
ready working on supporting children and their families in Rapid City through 
Walkabout and hosting and supporting Life INC.  We are starting a small groups 
ministry to both help connect new members with others and to enhance adult 
spiritual formation. And look at our website, enjoy the AV offerings on Sunday 
morning and in your inbox to see growth in technology.   

Our core values are evident in our ministries and worship. We are continuing a 
vibrant path during transition because we demonstrate resilient faithfulness. We are the church and we have 
work and ministries that continue even as we search for a new pastor. We empower kids, we have learned to 
listen to each other better and better and find joy in service. We worship in beautiful ways through a variety of 
music, stories, preaching, and drama.  We are still making memories through life’s passages commemorated in 
events like Crossing Over, weddings, funerals and sharing God’s impacts on our lives. 

It is my firm conviction that church is the best laboratory to learn about serving and giving. You are invited to 
join in giving as a spiritual practice not just to finance another year, but to be part of a vision for tomorrow. We 
must believe in ourselves and what we can do as the people of God.   

Please take the time to really pour over the Big Picture Book you have already received. Look at the narrative 
budget and the stories of changed lives. See the great pictures of ministries and people you love. And dream of 
what can be as we support to enhance God’s kingdom until all things are made new. It takes money to grow 
ministries and visions. Please join in the excitement and hope of First Presbyterian Church by a pledging gift 
and be a part of the conversation of how to promote God’s vision in 2020. 

It is a privilege and joy to “get to give” to the important work of First Presbyterian Church. You are invited to 
be part of the joy on October 27 followed by a celebration. 

Michele Johnson  
Stewardship Chair 

Stewardship 

Current Visioning Process: 

1. Support children and their families in Rapid City. 

2. Develop a connections ministry. 

3. Deepen our adult spiritual formation. 

4. Technology 

Our Core Values: WE 

1. Demonstrate Resilient Faithfulness 

2. Empower Kids 

3. Hear You 

4. Find Joy in Service 

5. Worship in Beautiful Ways 

6. Are Still Making Memories 



 

 

Director of Worship Arts/Organist 

Paul Robinson         343-6171 ext. 22 

                                                    paul@fpcrc.org 
 

Director of Children’s Ministry 

Paula Zavitz         343-6171 ext. 23 

                                                  paula@fpcrc.org 
 

Director of Youth & Young Adults 

Martha Robinson         343-6171 ext. 14 

       martha@fpcrc.org 

 

Office Coordinator/Accompanist 

Shelly Tupper         343-6171 ext. 10  

                                                  office@fpcrc.org 
 

Connections Coordinator 

Dr. Melissa Bumbach             352-804-8058  

                                               melissa@fpcrc.org 
 

Program Coordinator 

Rev. Dr. Diane Janssen Hemmen          415-8659  

                                                  diane@fpcrc.org 
 

Treasurer        

Sue Callahan, Volunteer         343-6171 ext.11                        
                       office@fpcrc.org 

Meet our Staff 
 October 5 - Communion Class 

 October 6 - World Communion Sunday 

 October 6 - Potluck  

 October 13 - Bumbach Baby Shower 

 October 15 - Walkabout 

 October 20 - Children’s Sunday 

 October 27 - Celebration Sunday 

Dates to Remember 

Sunday, October 6 
immediately following worship 

Please bring a dish to share! 
(If you are unable to bring something, please join us anyway.) 

 

During this time we will celebrate Reuben Bareis and his      
induction into the SD Hall of Fame. 

 10/2 -  Bill Brumbaugh 

  Dale McPherson 

  Darcy Torres 

 10/3 -  Michael Berry 

  Avis Tellinghuisen 

  Bobby Crawford 

 10/4 -  Linda Dupré 

  Karl Merbach 

 10/7 -  Jerry Shagla 

 10/8 -  Lillie Brown  

  10/9 - Tami McGuire 

10/10 - Bill Zavitz 

  Jeff Kintner  

10/14 - Ardie Barber 

10/15 - Deb Maxwell 

10/16 - Chad Canaan 

10/19 - Raye Deane Rypkema 

10/25 - Andrea Miller 
            



Fall Picnic Fun 



Bumbach Baby Shower 
Please join us 

October 13 
following worship in the social room  

for cake and coffee, as we share the joy 

and anticipation of the arrival of  

Matt & Melissa’s twin girls 

Our Transition to Our Next Pastor 
 
Each month, we hope to place an update on our transition to our next pastor in the newsletter. 
We will send additional mailings/emails as needed. Remember, if you have questions or ideas, 
please feel free to share those with a session member!   
 
John Pehrson was present in dual roles on September 1 in worship – both as our pulpit supply 
preacher that Sunday and as our Congregational and Pastoral Care liaison, providing additional 
insights into parts of our transition still to come. His PowerPoint presentation, which gave an 
overview of the transition process, was well received and is included on the next page by pop-
ular demand!  
 
On September 10, at the stated meeting of the FPC Session, we welcomed our presbytery’s 
Stated Clerk and Mission Coordinator, the Reverend Kevin Veldhuisen. Since Kevin will be an 
important reference for us AND has great expertise in the search and call process, we not only 
shared with him some of our visioning process and recent history, but spent time listening to 
his insights about what has and what has not worked for similar congregations. Along with 
CPC, Kevin will remain available both to our session and to our soon-to-be-formed Pastor 
Nominating Committee (PNC). 
 
Official permission to proceed with the formation and subsequent election by the congregation 
of that PNC was received from CPC on September 13, and our Nominating Committee has set 
a meeting for September 29 to begin their efforts at forming a group to present to the congrega-
tion for its election.   
 
Thank you for your continued prayers for our transition to our next pastor, and especially now 
for the work of our Nominating Committee.   

Gifts are not necessary, but if you would like to bless them 
with a gift, they are registered at Target and Amazon. 



The Process of Calling a Pastor 
 

1. Seek permission from the Congregational and Pastor Care Ministry Team (CPC) of the Presbytery to elect 
a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). 

2. Church’s Nominating Committee presents individuals who are representative of the Congregation to be 
elected by the congregation to serve on the PNC. 

3. PNC researches and writes a Mission Information Form (MIF) describing the congregation and its mission 
to determine the traits desired in a pastor. 

4. Session and CPC approve the MIF and grant permission for it to be placed on the Church Leadership Con-
nection (CLC) website of the denomination. 

5. User Name and Password are assigned to make it possible for the moderator of the PNC to place on the 
CLC website. 

6. Request for a “match” of potential candidates from the website is made. 

7. Copies of pastors’ Personal Information Forms (PIFs) for those matching several of the criteria are sent to 
the moderator of the PNC. 

8. PNC reads and evaluates those PIFs, selecting particular ones who might be a potential candidate. Contact 
is made with those individuals. 

9. If no satisfactory candidate is found, another request is made for a new match and the process repeats until 
some serious potential candidates are found. 

10. The moderator of CPC is then asked to complete a Presbytery to Presbytery reference check on potential 
candidates. 

11.  If given the “all clear” to continue, the PNC is encouraged to complete reference checks and determine if 
the candidate would be a good match for FPC-RC. 

12. If things continue to go well with a particular individual, a request is made of the Presbytery Stated Clerk 
to complete a criminal and financial background check. 

13. If all is well, the individual (& spouse if there is one) are brought in for a face-to-face interview and to 
preach before the PNC in a neutral pulpit. 

14. If that goes well and the PNC and candidate agree to move toward a call, the invitation is extended for the 
candidate to meet the congregation and preach at FPC, with a congregational meeting to follow to vote on 
extending a call to the candidate. 

15. If there is an overwhelming positive vote and the candidate accepts the vote as God’s will to come to FPC-
RC, the papers are signed and a start date is announced. 

16. Once on site, a date for an installation service by the Presbytery is determined, after which the process is 
completed and the PNC is dissolved with thanks for their hard work. 

 

      Throughout the process the congregation is encouraged to pray for the PNC. 

      While regular process reports are to be made to the session and the congregation, much of the work of the             

      PNC is confidential, especially regarding the names of any potential candidates. 



First Presbyterian Church                     (605)343-6171                            office@fpcrc.org  

Office Reminders 
Any use of the church must be scheduled with the church office  

at 343-6171 or email office@fpcrc.org. 

 

Please submit your articles for the Newsletter by the 25th of the month. Items to be 

published in the bulletin should be submitted by noon on Wednesday of each week. To 

submit information, please contact the office.  

605-343-6171 or office@fpcrc.org 

Church Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday: Closed 

Youth Fall Retreat 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 

 

28 29 30 31   

October  20 19  

Office Closed 

Office Closed 

Office Closed 

9:30 a.m. Sew & Sews 

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

11:15 a.m. Fellowship  
 & Bumbach 
 Baby Shower 

9:30 a.m. Sew & Sews 

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

11:15 a.m. Fellowship 

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

World  

Communion 

Sunday 

7 a.m. Men’s     

           Fellowship 

9 a.m. Hiking Group 

9 a.m. - Noon 

Communion Class 

7 a.m. Men’s     

           Fellowship 

9 a.m. Hiking Group 

9:30 a.m. Sew & Sews 

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

11:15 a.m. Celebration      

        Sunday Reception 

 

5-7 p.m. Youth  

Office Closed 

9:30 a.m. Sew & Sews 

Office Closed 
for Native 

American Day 

11:15 a.m. Potluck  

5:45 p.m. Bells 

6 p.m. Praise Team 

7 p.m. Choir 

6 p.m. Trustees 

Children’s  

Sunday 

7 a.m. Men’s     

           Fellowship 

9 a.m. Hiking Group 

7 a.m. Men’s     

           Fellowship 

9 a.m. Hiking Group 

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

       Intergenerational 

       Small Group 

4:45 p.m. Life INC 

                Classes  

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

       Intergenerational 

       Small Group 

5-7 p.m. Youth  

5-7 p.m. Youth  

5-7 p.m. Youth  

Celebration 

Sunday 

4:45 p.m. Life INC 

                Classes  

4:45 p.m. Life INC 

                Classes  

4:45 p.m. Life INC 

                Classes  

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

       Intergenerational 

       Small Group 

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

       Intergenerational 

       Small Group 

4:45 p.m. Life INC 

                Classes  

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

       Intergenerational 

       Small Group 

7:30 a.m.- 5:30 p.m.  

       Walkabout 

5:45 p.m. Bells 

6 p.m. Praise Team 

7 p.m. Choir 

5:45 p.m. Bells 

6 p.m. Praise Team 

7 p.m. Choir 

5:45 p.m. Bells 

6 p.m. Praise Team 

7 p.m. Choir 

5:45 p.m. Bells 

6 p.m. Praise Team 

7 p.m. Choir 

9:30 a.m. Third 
Thursday Service @ 
Westhills Village 

9:15 a.m. Women’s 

                Bible Study 

4 p.m. Women’s 

            Bible Study  

           @ Westhills 



710 Kansas City St. 
Rapid City, SD  57701 

Return Service Requested 

Have you recently moved? 

Want your newsletter in color via e-mail? 

Contact the church office at: 

605-343-6171 

E-mail: office@fpcrc.org 
 Church Website 

www.fpcrc.org 


