October 2018

Phone: 605-343-6171
Email: office@fpcrc.org
Website: www.fpcrc.org

What does it mean to you to have the opportunity to sing at Carnegie Hall?
I've only lived in Rapid City for a couple
of years, but First Presbyterian Church
welcomed me in so thoroughly that it has
already felt like home for a long time.
The people I sing with in choir are some
of my best friends, and I am continually
blessed by the chance to work in ministry
with them and others at FPC. And I am
Candy DenOuden
so, so excited for the opportunity to travel
with our choir to New York City this fall for DCINY. I love to travel,
and visiting New York City has been on my "bucket list" for a long time.
I was starting to think I would never be able to swing it financially. Now,
not only do I get to go, but I get to go with my church choir family and
sing in one of the most venerated musical venues in the country. Thank
you, FPC, for helping to make this dream come true.

I have had a dream
all my life to sing
on a world renowned stage.
That dream is
coming true with
the opportunity
our FPC church
Avis Tellinghuisen
choir has this fall. I
am so excited to be a part of this opportunity and sincerely thank everyone who
has helped us achieve this wonderful
goal. (Secretly, I wanted to be the next
Norma Zimmer)
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Meet our Staff

Dates to Remember

Head of Staff



Rev. Jeff Kintner



343-6171 ext. 15
jeff@fpcrc.org
Director of Worship Arts/Organist
Paul Robinson

343-6171 ext. 22
paul@fpcrc.org
Director of Children’s Ministry






October 7 - Kids Against Hunger food packing after worship
October 8 - Church Office Closed for Native American Day
October 9 - First Walkabout Day 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
October 13 - Fall Fundraising Festival 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
October 21 - Children’s Sunday
November 4 - Stewardship Sunday

Paula Zavitz

343-6171 ext. 23
paula@fpcrc.org
Director of Youth & Young Adults
Martha Robinson

Preaching Schedule 2018

343-6171 ext. 14
martha@fpcrc.org
Office Coordinator/Accompanist

October 7 (20th Sunday after Pentecost)

Shelly Tupper

Text: Job 1:1, 2:1-10 and Psalm 26

343-6171
office@fpcrc.org

Connections Coordinator
Dr. Melissa Bumbach

352-804-8058
melissa@fpcrc.org

Program Coordinator

Text: Job 23:1-9, 16-17 and Psalm 22:1-15

October 21 (22nd Sunday after Pentecost)
Children’s Sunday

Rev. Dr. Diane Janssen Hemmen

415-8659

diane@fpcrc.org
Treasurer
Tami McGuire, Volunteer

October 14 (21st Sunday after Pentecost)

October 28 (23rd Sunday after Pentecost)
Text: Job 42:1-6, 10-17 and Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22)

343-6171 ext.11
office@fpcrc.org

“Wired Word”
The Wired Word is a discussion group that considers a headline news story every week from a Christian perspective, leaning on pertinent scripture. We get together from 9:00 to 9:45 every Sunday. It’s a great time for those who have spouses
in choir or who want to get an early start on their Sunday morning. If the weather is nice, we will meet outside in the
Courtyard. Premium coffee and treats (usually Mic Johnson's cinnamon rolls) are provided. Child care is available. It is
not a commitment, but an opportunity.

Presbyterian Women Bible Study
All women are invited to participate in the Presbyterian Women Horizons Bible Study. This Bible study meets once a
month on the 2nd Wednesday at 9:15 a.m. at First Presbyterian Church and on the 2nd Friday at 4:00 p.m. at Westhills
Village. This year’s study is titled, “God’s Promise - I Am With You.”

Crossroads Prison Ministry
Crossroads Prison Ministry is extending an urgent request for mentors. Because of growth in student enrollments, they
are struggling to keep up with lessons flooding into their office. Each lesson represents a man or woman in prison who is
waiting to study the Bible and to hear encouraging words from a mentor on the outside who cares for them. If you would
like more information or wish to sign up as a mentor, email mentor@cpministries.org or call their office at 1-800-6682450. At FPC, questions can be directed to Dawn Bargmann (dawnbarg@gmail.com or 209-2118).
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Adult Class & Prayer Time
Adult Class - Sundays @ 11:15 a.m. in the Chapel
Prayer Time - Mondays @ 10:30 a.m. in the Prayer Room (room #3 downstairs)
Our Fall focus in Sunday Adult Education time is “Increasing Your Praying Imagination.” We will look at prayer
in new ways and with new eyes, as we expectantly watch the Lord work among us and through us at FPC.
Some thoughts from the book, “The Battle Plan for Prayer” by Stephen Kendrick, “We begin with the premise of
knowing that prayer can accomplish what a willing God can accomplish. It is a beautiful, mysterious, and aweinspiring gift. There is no greater privilege for anyone than being able to personally talk with and speak into the
ears of Almighty God. There’s not an issue that prayer cannot address because nothing is too difficult or impossible for God to handle. And there is no greater legacy we could embrace or leave behind us than one of faithfulness in prayer.”
What could happen if the church becomes increasingly devoted to prayer?
The Bible promises the following:
~ Evangelism of the Lost (Col 4:3, 1 Tim 2:1-8)
~ Cultivation of Discipleship (Luke 11:1-2, John 17)
~ True Christian Fellowship (Acts 2:42)
~ Wise Decisions (James 1:5)
~ Obstacles Overcome (Mark 11:22-24)
~ Needs Met (Matt 6:11; Luke 11:5-13)
~ True Worship Ignited (Matt 6:13, Acts 2:41-47)
~ Revival Sparked (2 Chron 7:14)
Besides attending the Sunday class, you are welcome to join in a time of prayer each Monday following the Sew
and Sews group (at approximately 10:30) to be held in the Prayer Room at the church. We will have a short devotional time, and then spend time in prayer for our community, our nation and beyond. We will be specifically
praying for needs of our congregation and staff, as well as any prayer requests given from the Connection Cards
each Sunday. Finally, expressing gratitude and listening will close our time. All are welcome to join or submit
prayer requests.
Dawn Bargmann
Christian Education Committee

10/1 - Donald Wickler
10/2 - Bill Brumbaugh
Dale McPherson
Darcy Torres
10/3 - Michael Berry
Avis Tellinghuisen
Bobby Crawford

10/4 - Linda Dupré
Ethan Young
Karl Merbach
10/7 - Jerry Shagla
10/8 - Lillie Brown
10/9 - Tami McGuire
10/10 - Bill Zavitz
Jeff Kintner
10/14 - Ardie Barber

10/15 10/16 10/19 10/21 -

Garrett Stilwell
Chad Canaan
Raye Deane Rypkema
Tyler Brink
Samantha Bone
10/25 - Andrea Miller
10/27 - Zeke Brewer
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Connections
In August, our staff member Melissa Bumbach and the Connections committee introduced several new initiatives
based on the book Fusion: Turning First-Time Guests into Fully-Engaged Members of Your Church, by Nelson
Searcy. These included:
•

Freshening up the narthex (re-hanging our beautiful Reinecke painting in a more prominent spot
and adding a museum-style label, hanging our Rapid City Beautification Award and ribbon-cutting
for the courtyard, cleaning out the light fixtures, removing hanging cases and re-painting the back
walls, clearing off the tables, removing a plastic folding table and older-style chairs and side table and
replacing with lighter-colored chairs and a new sideboard to hold supplies, adding a bulletin board
with our church staff, and displaying information about our church programs.

•

Offering pastries, coffee, and water in the narthex for all to enjoy before service in addition to
our fellowship time in the social room downstairs after service.

•

Adding a custom weekly Connections Card in
the bulletin to fill out during the Sunday service
and a pen with the church logo to be used for
taking notes and filling out the card.

•

Adjusting the offering plate process so that it is
handed to each person from one end of the pew
to the other.

•

Collecting prayer requests on the Connections
Card to be prayed for as a staff each week.

•

Mailing handwritten cards to each first-time
guest.

Now that a month has passed since these changes were introduced, it is helpful to reflect on the “why” behind these
initiatives. While it may seem that the pastries and coffee are simply that, consider that this is a new opportunity for
FPC to partner with local businesses such as Dark Canyon, and especially charitable ones such as BakeWorks that employ individuals with disabilities. It is also a way for us to welcome members and guests alike with a clean, inviting
space and demonstrate hospitality by offering a comforting treat. The food is also an opportunity to gather and converse in the narthex or the sanctuary to get to know and sincerely engage with one another. The Connections Card is
especially important. It is a way for us to connect individually with each person in attendance, each week. It is also a
valuable opportunity to connect with guests. Those of us that are members or long-time attendees are called to model
this new practice by diligently and completely filling out the card each week. It takes time for a change to become engrained in our culture, and it is helpful to understand the reasons why each member should be filling out the card each
week. If members do not take the time to fill out the card or only partially fill in the responses, guests and even other
members will likely see and imitate this behavior. We are called to lead by example. The card is intended to be a living
document, customized for each service and adjusting to fit our needs. The act of committing to the life of our congregation begins by putting pen to paper, accepting the calls to action listed in the card that most resonate with you, sharing feedback and prayer requests as you are moved to do so, and publicly placing your card in the offering plate as a
corporate act of worship.
Going forward, the Connections committee is working on a new banner for the back wall of the narthex, directional
signs throughout the church building, mailing follow-up letters to guests who received a card, and developing new music outreach initiatives. We are all precious to God and have something to offer. Together, we all form the Body of
Christ. May you renew your belief that “We are the Church” by fully participating in and becoming part of the growth
of First Presbyterian Church!
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Serving Others
Coat Rack Ministry

Kids Against Hunger
Help Us Pack Food
Sunday, October 7
following worship

Food Bags
Please help us continue to serve individuals in our community with food bags each month. We have a set
time each month that we begin handing out food bags and we hand them out until they are gone, which is
often only a few days. If you would like to donate food, we would be very appreciative.
Please donate items that have a pop-top lid (ravioli, soup, fruit, veggies). We could also use snack items, such
as granola bars, individual chip bags or crackers, trail mix and individual cookie bags. If you have extra
plastic grocery bags lying around, we would be happy to take those as well.
All items can be dropped off at the church office.

Office Reminders
Any use of the church must be scheduled with the church office
at 343-6171 or email office@fpcrc.org.
Please submit your articles for the Newsletter by the 25th of the month. Items to
be published in the bulletin should be submitted by noon on Wednesday of each
week. To submit information, please contact the office.
605-343-6171 or office@fpcrc.org

Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Friday: Closed
First Presbyterian Church

(605)343-6171

office@fpcrc.org
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Stated Meeting of the Session
September 22, 2018

and will return to Rapid City when that part is obtained. We are using the piano in the interim.
•

Mary Keithahn will join us on Sunday, September 23
with an original hymn to be used as part of the dedication of the prayer shawls.

•

The choir is having a Fall Fundraising Festival on October 13 from 5-8 PM, including a raffle, games, dinner, and a choir performance. The choir will also perform for the community on December 9 at 4:00 PM.

Clerk’s Report:
A brief Moderator’s Report was given by Pastor Jeff Kintner. Communion was served by Pastor Kintner at Westhills Village as part of the Third Thursday service on September 20, 2018. Jeff is gradually getting back into the
activities of the congregation. Diane reminded the Session that it takes a fair amount of time for Pastors to “let
go” at the beginning of a Sabbatical, and an equal amount
of time to get back on the pulse of the congregation at the
conclusion.
Staff Reports were presented in writing:
Paula Zavitz
•

•

Paula reported that the Child Care program of Life
INC was going very well with approximately 11 children after the first 2 weeks. Helpers are Michele
Johnson, Dottie Pugsley, and Andrea Miller.
Signups for Walkabout are full! We currently are taking names for a waiting list! Teachers assisting Paula
will be Glendora Estacion, Ginny Reinicke, and Denise Bischoff. The first day for Walkabout is October 9,
2018.

•

The Session of Westminster Church has voted to
have a joint VBS this year at FPC. Planning will begin
soon.

•

Meal-packing for Kids Against Hunger will be on
World Communion Sunday, October 7, 2018. Children’s Sunday will be on October 21, 2018.

Martha Robinson
•

Martha reported that 6 young people “crossed over”
to join the Youth Program this year. Volunteers are
needed to provide suppers for the youth on Sunday
evenings at 5:30 PM. A sign-up list was circulated.
Talk to Martha if interested. There are openings!

Paul Robinson
•

Paul reported that a new power supply has been ordered for the organ. The repairman is from Mitchell

•
The Treasurer’s Report/Trustee Report included a discussion of the new tax law, and how we will handle “lumping”
of contributions which are meant for multiple year Stewardship donations. Bill Zavitz will get in touch with Merle
Karen, and Tami McGuire could also contact Ketel Thorstenson for a presentation on how to handle contributions
designated for multiple years.
Income YTD

$ 349,928.45

Expenses YTD

$ 350,354.63

Al and Sue pointed out that the Trustees have a fairly long
list of projects which will need attention during 2018-2019.
Claire asked that the sprinkler system be inspected in the
Spring of 2019 to ensure that water is going through all
the tubes. A number of plants have died this year due to
lack of water.
The Church has been notified that the past snow removal
vendor will not be able to service us this Winter. We will
begin looking for a combination landscaping and snow
removal vendor in the near future.
Ardie reported that the Nominating Committee has obtained 4 Ruling Elders, and 4 Deacons. They are still looking for 1 Alternate for Elder, and 1 Alternate for Deacon.
The meeting was adjourned and continued with the activities of the Session Retreat.

Choir Retreat at
Rimrock Camp
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October 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2

Thu

3

Fri

4

9:30 a.m. Sew & Sews

4:45 p.m. Life INC
Classes

Communion

7

9 a.m. Wired Word
10 a.m. Worship
11 a.m. Fellowship
11:15 a.m.
Kids Against Hunger
food packing
5-7 p.m. Youth

14

9 a.m. Wired Word
10 a.m. Worship
11 a.m. Fellowship
11:15 a.m. Adult Class
& Children’s Sunday
Practice
5-7 p.m. Youth

Children’s
Sunday

21

8
Church Office
Closed

9

10

11

17

5:30 p.m. Session

22

23

24

28

29

9 a.m. Wired Word
10 a.m. Worship
11 a.m. Fellowship
11:15 a.m. Adult Class
5-7 p.m. Youth

9:30 a.m. Sew & Sews

30

12

7 a.m. Men’s
Fellowship

Fall Fundraising
Festival
5:00 - 8:00 p.m.

19

20

Church Office
Closed

25

26

7 a.m. Men’s
Fellowship

27
7 a.m. Men’s
Fellowship

6:00 p.m. Bells
6:00 p.m. Praise Team
7:00 p.m. Choir

31
Church Office
Closed

4:45 p.m. Life INC
Classes

13

4:00 p.m.
Presbyterian Women
@ Westhills

Church Office
Closed

4 p.m. Mission Meal
4:45 p.m. Life INC
Classes

6
7 a.m. Men’s
Fellowship

6:00 p.m. Bells
6:00 p.m. Praise Team
7:00 p.m. Choir

9:30 a.m. Sew & Sews

9 a.m. Wired Word
10 a.m. Worship
11 a.m. Fellowship
11:15 a.m. Adult Class
5-7 p.m. Youth

18
9:30 a.m.
Third Thursday @
Westhills

9:30 a.m. Sew & Sews
4:45 p.m. Life INC
Classes

Church Office
Closed

Church Office
Closed

Walkabout
9:15 a.m.
7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Presbyterian Women

16

5

5:30 p.m. Trustees
6:00 p.m. Bells
6:00 p.m. Praise Team 5:30 p.m. Walkabout
7:00 p.m. Choir
Open House

9:30 a.m. Sew & Sews 4:45 p.m. Life INC
6:00 p.m. Bells
Classes
6:00 p.m. Praise Team
7:00 p.m. Choir

15

Sat

6:00 p.m. Bells
6:00 p.m. Praise Team
7:00 p.m. Choir

7 a.m. Men’s
Fellowship

Return Service Requested

710 Kansas City St.
Rapid City, SD 57701

Have you recently moved?
Want your newsletter in color via e-mail?

Contact the church office at:
605-343-6171
E-mail: office@fpcrc.org
Church Website
www.fpcrc.org

