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Welcome Back Pastor Jeff 

 

Sabbaticals are a time to rest, renew, and restore. They are also a break from regular duties to encounter God in deeper 

and different ways. All of these things certainly happened on our sabbatical.  

The extended time of rest helped us to hear from God without the demands of our everyday schedule. The most sim-

ple and profound thing that happened in this rest, for me, was the reminder that God is with me; helping me. When I 

took my ordination vows I promised to serve with energy, intelligence, imagination and love but, also to do all these 

things with God’s help. I was deeply reminded of God’s grace and help in my life. I was reminded to resist the trap of 

thinking I’m on my own and must “do it myself.” How well things carried on at church over the summer was confir-

mation of this.  

We also encountered God in the beauty of creation. The ocean and beaches of Antigua were a reminder that though 

life may have its challenges and dark moments it is beautiful. The slower pace of island life was a call to patience. Beau-

ty often takes time. Beaches don’t form overnight. Even though we’re going on seven years here in Rapid City there are 

many ways in which we are just getting started.   

God also met us in the people of Antigua. Friendships and relationships are a priority there. People will often even stop 

literally in the middle of the road to talk to someone they know while driving. This made driving a unique challenge 

(even more than driving on the left). And, we were challenged to renew our own commitment to relationships in our 

lives.  

We drew closer as a family. The extended time to be together was a huge blessing. I will never forget one of the dinners 

that Carissa and Caleb prepared and served us by candlelight on the balcony. They are learning to seek Christ and serve 

others. What a joy to see them grow.  

We cannot thank you enough for the indescribable gift of our sabbatical. We are rested, renewed, and restored. Ready 

to keep serving with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love. With God’s help!   

Rev. Jeff Kintner 
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Meet our Staff 

“Wired Word” 
The Wired Word is a discussion group that considers a headline news story every week from a Christian perspective, 
leaning on pertinent scripture. We get together from 9:00 to 9:45 every Sunday. It’s a great time for those who have 
spouses in choir or who want to get an early start on their Sunday morning. If the weather is nice, we will meet outside 
in the Courtyard. Premium coffee and treats (usually Mic Johnson's cinnamon rolls) are provided. Child care is availa-
ble. It is not a commitment, but an opportunity. 
 

Presbyterian Women Bible Study 
All women are invited to participate in the Presbyterian Women Horizons Bible Study starting Wednesday, Septem-
ber 12 at 9:15 a.m. in the church lounge or Friday, September 14 at 4:00 p.m. at Westhills Village. This Bible study meets 
once a month on the 2nd Wednesday at FPC and on the 2nd Friday at Westhills. This year’s study is titled, “God’s 
Promise - I Am With You.” 
 

Crossroads Prison Ministry 
Crossroads Prison Ministry is extending an urgent request for mentors. Because of growth in student enrollments, they 
are struggling to keep up with lessons flooding into their office. Each lesson represents a man or woman in prison who 
is waiting to study the Bible and to hear encouraging words from a mentor on the outside who cares for them. If you 
would like more information or wish to sign up as a mentor, email mentor@cpministries.org or call their office at    1-
800-668-2450. At FPC, questions can be directed to Dawn Bargmann (dawnbarg@gmail.com or 209-2118). 

 September 3 - Church Office Closed for Labor Day 

 September 5 - Music Ministries Begin 

 September 8 - Choir Retreat @ Rimrock 

 September 9 - Hymn Fest & Church Picnic 

 September 11 - Life INC Classes Begin @ FPC 

 September 16 - Youth Group Begins - 5 - 7 p.m. 

 September 22 - Session Retreat - 9 a.m. - noon 

Dates to Remember 

 Preaching Schedule 2018 

September 2 (15th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Text: Song of Solomon 2:8-13 & Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 
 

September 9 (16th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Hymn Fest: Psalms 
 

September 16 (17th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Text: Proverbs 1:20-33 & Psalm 19 
 

September 23 (18th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Text: Proverbs 31:10-31 and Psalm 1 
 

September 30 (19th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Text: Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 and Psalm 124 

mailto:mentor@cpministries.org
mailto:dawnbarg@gmail.com


All-Church Picnic 
Sunday, September 9 

 following worship in the courtyard

Please join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship! 



Dear Congregational Members, 

I want to thank the congregation of First Presbyterian Church for the generous gift card I received on 

Sunday, August 19, in appreciation for leading worship and preaching 10 Sundays while Jeff was on Sab-

batical. I hope you found my messages inspirational and thought-provoking. It was a pleasure to “fill in” 

this summer and get better acquainted to many of you, as well as the church staff. May God’s love and 

grace continue to bless and guide the ministry and mission of First Presbyterian Church. 

Yours in Christ’s service, 
John Pehrson 
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Summer Bible Study Overview 
 

Deepening adult spiritual formation is one of the focus areas 
identified by the Vision Process. As we look to the change of sea-
sons and reflect on Summer, I ask you to think about what this 
looks like in your life. Are you feeling closer to God and growing 
in faith each day? In our busy lives, this is a challenge because 
seemingly important tasks take up much of our time. 

 

Our Summer Bible Study of “One Thousand Gifts” by Ann Vos-
kamp was a wonderful opportunity to slow down and really look 
for God’s gifts in each day. This process of chronicling gifts 
opened our eyes to deeper gratitude, and becoming present to 
God’s presence in each day. We experienced increasing closeness 
to God and a spiritual growth spurt as we studied, prayed and 
shared together. What a JOY! Our cup overflowed and we wish 
to share some of the meaningful points and feedback from our 
group:  

 

 The word “eucharisteo” will forever stay with me! It would be 
hard not to live without that awareness. 

 Wherever you are--be all there! (no regrets about the past, and no power to know the future) 

 I was encouraged to look for and write down gifts of grace. By doing so I was reminded of the many blessings 
God has given me. 

 I was awakened to everyday blessings that I took for granted throughout my life. 

 Life is not an emergency! Spend your one life well. Slowing down to live in the moment and appreciate God 
and his blessings, enables us to live fuller, more productive, meaningful and joyful lives. 

 The discipline of thanks only comes with practice. 

 God gives us gifts so that we can give them away. 

 Gratitude builds trust in God and appreciation for His love for us. A life contemplating the blessings of 
Christ, becomes a life acting on the love of Christ. Thanksgiving = Thanks-living (being a blessing in the 
world) 

 

- Dawn Bargmann 
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The knitting lessons this summer were quite success-
ful! The young and young at heart alike helped to cre-
ate a very colorful afghan that will someday keep 
someone warm and cozy. And prayer shawls were 
lovingly knitted to give to those among us that need 
the prayers of their faith family wrapped around 
them. Friendships grew and ideas for further projects 
were suggested. 
 

The Fall brings with it the beginning of the “Sew & 
Sews”, a continuation of this group that will broaden 
its scope to embrace a variety of crafting ideas that 
can serve this community as well as Missions abroad. 
Needed in all four corners of the world, as well as 
our own neighborhood, are hats & scarves, mittens, 
blankets for newborns and blankets for the elderly, 
booties & warm woolen socks, and even sleeping 
mats created out of plastic shopping bags.  
 

So join us each Monday morning at 9:30 a.m. begin-
ning September 10th in the social room and see what 
we are crafting in the future. For more information, 

call Carol Merbach at 939-4153  

Sew & Sews 

Save the Date 

Fall Fundraising Festival 

The chancel choir will be holding a fundraising event 

here at First Presbyterian Church on the evening of 

October 13 to raise funds for their Carnegie Hall 

trip in November. The event will be a chili feed  

with silent auction experiences to bid on.  

We will also have pumpkin painting available for children. 



Summer Youth Group FUN 
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Blessing of the Back Packs 

Crossing Over 

& 



9/12 -  Lauree Buus 

 Ron Rabbass 

9/14 -  Margie Smith           

9/17 -  Arlene Bowles 

 Ryder Torres 

 Evie Heier 

 Martha Robinson 

9/19 - Jeanne Risdall 

 

 

 

 

 

  9/2 -  Paula Zavitz 

 Gracey Brink 

  9/6 -  Marylou Torrey 

  9/8 -  Curt Bomesberger 

  9/9 -  Peggy Johnstone 

 James Haddock 

9/10 -  Cheryl Sayler  

9/11 -  Ryan Bone 

 

 

 

9/20 -  Jayden Alexander 

           Shari West-Twitero 

           Jim Books 

9/21 -  Jackie Allen 

9/24 -  Mathew Albrecht 

 Charles Canaan 

9/29 -  Georgia Osterholt 

           Christopher Shagla 

9/30 -  Ron Estacion 

           Ty Stilwell 
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On behalf of the Outreach Committee, we 

thank the congregation for their most gen-

erous gifts of money and supplies for the 

School Supply Drive. The amount was over-

whelming. “The Lord loves a cheerful giver.”  

 
 
 
 

Birthday Celebration 
 

You are invited to help celebrate 

Marylou Torrey’s 

90th birthday  
at a reception hosted  

by her children on  

Saturday, September 8  

2:00-4:00 p.m.  
at the Rushmore Plaza Holiday Inn. 

 



First Presbyterian Church                     (605)343-6171                            office@fpcrc.org  

Office Reminders 
Any use of the church must be scheduled with the church office  

at 343-6171 or email office@fpcrc.org. 

 

Please submit your articles for the Newsletter by the 25th of the month. Items to 

be published in the bulletin should be submitted by noon on Wednesday of each 

week. To submit information, please contact the office.  

605-343-6171 or office@fpcrc.org 
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Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday: Closed 

Food Bags  

Please help us continue to serve individuals in our community with food bags each month. We have a set 
time each month that we begin handing out food bags and we hand them out until they are gone, which is 

often only a few days. If you would like to donate food, we would be very appreciative. 

Please donate items that have a pop-top lid (ravioli, soup, fruit, veggies). We could also use snack items, such 
as granola bars, individual chip bags or crackers, trail mix and individual cookie bags. If you have extra  

plastic grocery bags lying around, we would be happy to take those as well.                                                  
All items can be dropped off at the church office. 

Cornerstone Rescue Mission 
Extending God’s blessings to the guests at Cornerstone 

Rescue Mission in June and/or July were: Larry & Arlene 

Bowles, John & Judy Pehrson, Peter Bissonette, Linda 

Carpenter, Connie Hilpert, Bob Grimm, Jim Haddock and 

Don & Doneen Grimm. 

Through word and compassionate action these people 

represented First Presbyterian Church. Thank you all! 

Please sign up on the clipboard on the wall in the social 

room to help with this ministry or call 342-4907. 

Serving Others 
Life INC Classes 

Life INC will hold their fall classes at our church begin-

ning Tuesday, September 11 through November 6. Vol-

unteers are needed each Tuesday from 4:45 - 6:45 p.m. 

to assist with greeting, serving the meal (you can eat as 

well) and light cleanup afterwards. You can sign up for 

whatever weeks work best for you. Please consider this 

as part of our church’s outreach to the community. Sign-

up sheets are available during the fellowship hour down-

stairs in the social room or you can call the church office 

to sign up. 605-343-6171 The community thanks you. 
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Stated Meeting of the Session 

August 21, 2018 

 

Clerk’s Report:   

Membership:  Samuel “Clyde” Hines passed away 
on July 6, 2018 at the Hospice House in Rapid City. 
Private family services were held with interment at 
Rose Hill Cemetery in Spearfish, SD. 

Calendar: The Lord’s Supper was celebrated July 1 
and August 5, 2018 with the Rev. John Pehrson pre-
siding. 

 The next meeting of the Presbytery of South 
Dakota is October 26, 2018 at First Presbyterian 
Church in Sturgis. 

 

The Moderator’s Report was given by Pastor Jeff 
Kintner in which he showed some pictures of the ac-
tivities of the Sabbatical, and he reported on the ac-
tivities which he stated have transformed him. He 
will be incorporating what he learned over the com-
ing months as he chews on, and digests, all that he 
learned. 

 

Deacons: The group is getting ready for fall. 
Melissa Bumbach reported on a new Connections 
initiative for Sunday morning that will be handled by 
the Deacons going forward. 

 

Staff Reports: 

Paula stated that Crossing Over, and Blessing of the 
Backpacks would be incorporated into Worship on 
Sunday, August 26, 2018. We have 5 children going 
into the 6

th
 Grade who will be moving from the Chil-

dren’s Program to the Youth Program.  

 

The VBS Program went very well, and had approxi-
mately 100 children involved. It was a joint project 
with Westminster Church, and FPC. Plans for next 
summer are to continue as a joint project with it be-
ing at FPC (alternating locations between the 2 
churches). Paula is also working with Love INC to 
provide childcare for their activities using the VBS 
model. Children from Love INC will be invited to the 
Summer VBS in 2019. 

 

Walkabout Day Camps will be held on October 9, 
2018; November 19, 2018; January 3 and 4, 2019; 
January 18, 2019; and February 15, 2019. Paula 
will be asking for help with these. 

 

Martha stated that the Youth had a variety of social 
events during the Summer, and that she was excited 
about having a larger group this Fall. Youth Group 
will continue on Sunday nights. Malik helped with 
VBS, and will be making a Youth video for the Stew-
ardship Committee.  

 

Paul reported that the September 9
th

 service will be 
a Hymn Sing. The All-Church Potluck Picnic will 
immediately follow the service in the street in 
front of the Church. Neighboring churches will 
be invited to join us.  

 

Pastor Diane reported that Sandy Featherstone is 
currently in Sioux Falls with her daughter, and that 
her foot surgery didn’t go as well as had hoped. She 
also reported that Sandy has resigned as Custodian.  

 

Life INC classes will begin at out church on 
Tuesday, September 11, 2018. All Church Offic-
ers, and members are encouraged to participate as 
much as possible. Let Chuck and Joan Canaan 
know of availability.  

 

Jeff stated that the Session Retreat is scheduled for 
Saturday, September 22, 2018, at Camp Rimrock 
or the church in the morning.  

 

Ardie gave the Nominating Committee report. The 
committee is actively working, and has secured 
some “Yes” responses. There are still several posi-
tions remaining to be filled as Ruling Elders, Trus-
tees, and Deacons. 

 

The Camping Ministry of the Presbytery was dis-
cussed. The cost of having two camps is quite ex-
pensive. Pioneer Camp is being rented out as much 
as possible. 

 

Tami McGuire presented the Treasurer’s Report. Al 
Johnson presented the Trustee’s Report. He pointed 
to the recent Ketel Thorstenson Review as very sig-
nificant. The report noted no issues or concerns and 
gives us a starting point for going forward 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

s eptember  20 18  

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

11 a.m. Fellowship 

Church Office  

Closed 

 

No one in the 
church please! 
Floors being 
done. 

Church Office  

Closed 

Church Office  

Closed 

7 a.m. Men’s  

          Fellowship 

7 a.m. Men’s  

          Fellowship 

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

      Choir Retreat @ 

      Rimrock 

7 a.m. Men’s  

          Fellowship 

 

7 a.m. Men’s  

          Fellowship 

9 a.m. - Noon 

  Session Retreat @ 

church in social room 

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

11 a.m. Fellowship 

11:15 a.m. Sunday 

                 School 

5-7 p.m. Youth 

Communion 

9:30 a.m. Sew & Sews 

4 p.m. Mission Meal 

Church Picnic 
following worship 

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

4:00 p.m.  

Presbyterian Women 
@ Westhills 

5:30 p.m. Trustees 

6:00 p.m. Bells 

6:00 p.m. Praise Team 

7:00 p.m. Choir 

Church Office  

Closed 

7 a.m. Men’s  

          Fellowship 

9:30 a.m.  

Third Thursday @ 
Westhills 

6:00 p.m. Bells 

6:00 p.m. Praise Team 

7:00 p.m. Choir 

6:00 p.m. Bells 

6:00 p.m. Praise Team 

7:00 p.m. Choir 

6:00 p.m. Bells 

6:00 p.m. Praise Team 

7:00 p.m. Choir 

9:15 a.m.  

Presbyterian Women 

5:45 p.m. Deacons 

4:45 p.m. Life INC 

           Classes Begin 

4:45 p.m. Life INC 

                Classes  

4:45 p.m. Life INC 

                Classes  

Church Office  

Closed for  

Labor Day 

Hymn Fest 

30 

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

11 a.m. Fellowship 

11:15 Sunday School 

5-7 p.m. Youth 

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

11 a.m. Fellowship 

11:15 Sunday School 

5-7 p.m. Youth 

9:30 a.m. Sew & Sews 

9:30 a.m. Sew & Sews 



710 Kansas City St. 
Rapid City, SD  57701 

Return Service Requested 

Have you recently moved? 

Want your newsletter in color via e-mail? 

Contact the church office at: 

605-343-6171 

E-mail: office@fpcrc.org 
 Church Website 

www.fpcrc.org 


