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 Meet the Presbyterian 
 

Bill Zavitz 
Where are you from or what would you call your hometown? 

Arvada, Colorado 
 
What is the most unusual job you’ve ever had? 

Making taco shells at Casa Bonita. 

 
What would be your ideal way to spend the weekend? 

Skiing with my family at Steamboat or fly fishing in the Hills. 

 
What is your most unusual talent? 

Paula says that my unusual talent is making icicles with frosting on our gingerbread houses. 

 
What are three interesting facts about you that most people don’t know? 

1. I have never ridden a horse. 
2. I was born in Newark, NJ and was delivered by my grandmother, who was an obstetrician. 
3. I met my wife in French Class. 

 
For what are you most grateful today? 

The gift of Faith 

 
What is the best piece of advice you’ve ever been given? 

“ Bill, are you ever going to Sunday School?” 

Food Truck Wednesdays 
 August 1 -  Every Day Jakes 

 August 8 - KZ’s Backyard BBQ 

        Featuring Elizabeth Knowles & Poppy Stevens –violins 

 August 15 - Beau’s Kickstand 

        Featuring Martha Robinson, cello 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Music from 11:15 a.m. to Noon 



 

 

Head of Staff 

Rev. Jeff Kintner         343-6171 ext. 15                                                                                  

                                                    jeff@fpcrc.org 

Director of Worship Arts/Organist 

Paul Robinson         343-6171 ext. 22 

                                                    paul@fpcrc.org 

Director of Children’s Ministry 

Paula Zavitz         343-6171 ext. 23 

                                                  paula@fpcrc.org 

Director of Youth & Young Adults 

Martha Robinson         343-6171 ext. 14 

       martha@fpcrc.org 

Office Coordinator/Accompanist 

Shelly Tupper       343-6171  

                                                  office@fpcrc.org 

Connections Coordinator 

Dr. Melissa Bumbach             352-804-8058  

                                               melissa@fpcrc.org 

Program Coordinator 

Rev. Dr. Diane Janssen Hemmen          415-8659  

                                                  diane@fpcrc.org 

Treasurer 

Tami McGuire, Volunteer        343-6171 ext.11 

                                  office@fpcrc.org 

Custodian 

Sandy Featherstone                  343-6171 
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Meet our Staff 

 

Pastor Jeff  Kintner is on sabbatical until August 20. If  

you have a pastoral need, please contact Rev. Dr. Diane 

Janssen Hemmen at 605-415-8659. 

 August 5 - Special Communion  

                       (children baking bread during worship) 

 August 22 - Youth Scavenger Hunt w/Westminster 

 August 26 - Blessing of the Back Packs & Crossing Over 

 August 29 - Rapid City Schools Begin 

 September 8 - Choir Retreat @ Rimrock 

 September 9 - Church Picnic 

Dates to Remember 

 Preaching Schedule 2018 

August 5 (11th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Text: Ephesians 4:1-16, John 6:24-35 
 

August 12 (12th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Text: John 15:9-17, 1 Corinthians 13 
 

August 19 (13th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Text: Proverbs 17:1-9, Romans 12:9-12 
 

August 26 (14th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Text:  

mailto:mentor@cpministries.org
mailto:dawnbarg@gmail.com
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New York City Fundraising 
The Chancel Choir of First Presbyterian Church has been invited 

to sing at Carnegie Hall in New York City as part of the Distin-

guished Concerts International New York on November 26, 

2018. 

The choir’s fundraising goal is $40,000 to cover travel expenses. 

Please mark your calendars for an upcoming Fall Fundraising 

Festival with raffle at our church on Saturday, October 13 from 

5:00-8:00 p.m.  

We sincerely thank everyone that supported our Mother’s Day 

Pie Fundraiser and those that have made donations. We would 

not be able to make this trip happen without your support.  

We look forward to sharing the music we prepare for this trip 

with you at our Christmas Cantata on December 9. 

Knitting Lessons 
Knitting lessons have been a hit so far this summer! If you have missed out, but are still interesting in learning how to knit, 

please join them at 9:00 a.m. on Mondays in the social room. This is for all ages, the young and young at heart and any 
friends from outside our congregation. If you have yarn or size 10 needles, please bring them. If not, needles and yarn will 

be available. Please contact Carol Merbach with any questions. 605-939-4153 

Blessing of the Back Packs & Crossing Over 
During worship on August 26 we will have our annual Blessing of the Back Packs.                          

All children that are attending school this fall are encouraged to bring their back packs to                

church this day for a special blessing.  

We will also celebrate our students going into 6th grade during our Crossing Over           

ceremony. This is a special part of worship where we acknowledge the step they will be tak-

ing to move from elementary school to middle school. Please continue to encourage and 

support these students throughout the year during this transition. 
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Strategies for Charitable Giving 
 

"With a higher standard deduction, there will be less people who benefit from donating to charity."   

 

I disagree with this quote from a national news source. It implies that since the recent tax law changes increased 
the standard deduction, many people will no longer qualify to itemize deductions, won’t be able to decrease their 
taxes by deducting charitable contributions, and will thus lose the “benefit” (i.e. the tax deduction) of the donation. 
More succinctly: benefit = tax deduction.  

 

I don’t think the Bible says anything about tax deductions when it discusses our tithes and offerings. I will leave 
the “why’s” of charitable giving to the Stewardship Committee (full disclosure – I am also on the Stewardship 
Committee). 

 

That said, I think it is reasonable for taxpayers to take advantage of the law and minimize their taxes associated 
with charitable giving. Some might even see this as a way to give even more. I try to think that way. Below, I have 
assembled an overview of some strategies to decrease your taxes as you give. 

 

If you have gone from being able to itemize to being unable to itemize because of the higher standard deduction, 
congratulations. You are paying less tax. I hope the loss of the tax deduction won’t change your giving. 

 

Disclaimers: I am not a tax expert or an accountant and I don’t know your personal financial or tax situa-
tion. Seek advice from a tax professional if needed. 

 

1. Gift appreciated stocks or mutual funds. This avoids paying tax on the capital gains, and the gift is also 
deductible if you are able to itemize. 

 

2. If you are 70½ or older, you can make a direct transfer of IRA balances up to $100,000 per year to a 
charity. For most donors, these qualified charitable distributions (QCDs) make it possible to net an ever-
greater tax benefit, because those dollars will never hit your adjusted gross income (AGI). Because you 
would have paid income taxes on that distribution, this strategy offers significant benefit to those who 
would have given that amount regardless. Added bonus: QCDs go toward satisfying your required mini-
mum distribution (RMD). Bear in mind, though, that QCDs must come from IRAs; they cannot come 
from 401(k)s. 

 

3. Charitable stacking or lumping is a strategy to combine gifts from multiple years and give them in one 
year to take advantage of itemizing your deductions. Instead of giving $10,000 per year over five years, 
you would give $50,000 in one year, taking you above the new $24,000 standard deduction and thus 
providing a tax benefit for your contribution. This could be expanded to stack your entire Schedule A. In 
other words, make charitable contributions in years when you have significant medical expenses.  

 

4. Income tax planning, as a part of estate planning, is more important than ever because untaxed retire-
ment accounts make up a growing percentage of estate value. Since they will be taxable to heirs, you 
should consider using these untaxed assets to fulfill charitable bequests and leave other appreciating as-
sets, such as real estate, to individuals. 

 

Bill Zavitz, Trustee 



8/11 - Lincoln Tupper 

          Denny Tellinghuisen 

8/12 - Ethel Cordes 

8/14 - Karen Gortmaker 

          Jolene Torres 

8/17 - Dallas Moon 

8/18 - Charlotte Hines 

8/19 - Zane Brink 

          Megan Canaan 

 

 

 

 

  8/4 -  Dennis Torres 

  8/5 -  Evelyn Didier 

 Lois Huisman 

 Connie Hilpert 

  8/7 -  Corey Conlon 

           Jesse Conlon 

  8/9 -  Kathy Berry 

  Erik Allen 

8/10 - Dorothy Clark 

          Annette Kulesza  

 

8/22 - Broeden Sales 

8/23 - Leo Hamm 

8/24 - Margaret Boyles 

8/26 - Gail Rowett 

          Melissa Bumbach 

8/28 - Joan Canaan 

8/30 - Carolee Hoekman 

          Joe Torres 
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It’s time for the 22nd Annual  

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE sponsored by Black 

Hills Federal Credit Union. Until Sunday  

August 12, you have the opportunity to help 

students in our community with needed 

school supplies. There are two baskets in the 

Narthex for you to leave your donated items. 

If you prefer to write a check for supplies, 

please make your check out to Black Hills 

Federal Credit Union and they will do the 

shopping for you. A list of suggested school 

items can be found in the Narthex. Thank 

you in advance for your generosity. 

Special Communion 
August 5 

 
All children are invited to help with this        

special communion service during worship.               
The children will have their message at the    

beginning of worship and then they will all go 
downstairs to bake bread together. This bread 
will be used for communion later in the service. 



First Presbyterian Church                     (605)343-6171                            office@fpcrc.org  

Office Reminders 
Any use of the church must be scheduled with the church office  

at 343-6171 or email office@fpcrc.org. 

 

Please submit your articles for the Newsletter by the 25th of the month. Items to 

be published in the bulletin should be submitted by noon on Wednesday of each 

week. To submit information, please contact the office.  

605-343-6171 or office@fpcrc.org 
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Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday: Closed 

Food Bags  

Please help us continue to serve individuals in our community with food bags each month. We have a set 
time each month that we begin handing out food bags and we hand them out until they are gone, which is 

often only a few days. If you would like to donate food, we would be very appreciative. 

Please donate items that have a pop-top lid (ravioli, soup, fruit, veggies). We could also use snack items, such 
as granola bars, individual chip bags or crackers, trail mix and individual cookie bags. If you have extra  

plastic grocery bags lying around, we would be happy to take those as well.                                                  
All items can be dropped off at the church office. 

DID YOU KNOW????? 

 A Christian Ministry in the National Parks (ACMNP) is active at Mount Rush-

more and in Custer State Park throughout the summer 

 Ministry team members come from all over the US to work in the parks and 

provide public interdenominational church services Sunday mornings through-

out the summer 

 First Presbyterian Church has three couples active on the Ministry Support 

Committee:  Al and Michele Johnson, John and Judy Pehrson, and Dick and 

Marlene Tobias 

 YOU TOO can become a support to staff of ACMNP. Please ask a committee 

member for information if you are interested. 

 You are encouraged to worship at First Presbyterian Church throughout the 

summer, BUT if you find yourselves camping on the weekends in the Hills, 

consider attending worship at Mt. Rushmore, Sylvan Lake, Blue Bell or Game 

Lodge. Worship times vary, so inquire at each location or ask a Ministry Sup-

port Committee member for further information 



Page 7  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

August  20 18  

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

11 a.m. Fellowship 

Church Office  

Closed 

Church Office  

Closed 

Church Office  

Closed 

Church Office  

Closed 

7 a.m. Men’s  

          Fellowship 

7 a.m. Men’s  

          Fellowship 

 

7 a.m. Men’s  

          Fellowship 

 

7 a.m. Men’s  

          Fellowship 

9 a.m. Knitting Class 

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

11 a.m. Fellowship 

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

11 a.m. Fellowship 

Communion 

9 a.m. Knitting Class 

9 a.m. Knitting Class 

9 a.m. Knitting Class 

11 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Food Truck 

11 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Food Truck 

11 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Food Truck 

4 p.m. Mission Meal 

Pastor Jeff’s 1st 
Day Back 

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

11 a.m. Fellowship 

5:30 p.m. Date Night 

5:30 p.m. Trustees 

5:30 p.m. Youth  

Scavenger Hunt w/ 
Westminster 

Rapid City 

Schools Begin 

11 a.m. Deacons 

5:30 p.m. Session 

Pastor John’s Last 
Day Preaching 

Blessing of the 
Back Packs &  

Crossing Over 



710 Kansas City St. 
Rapid City, SD  57701 

Return Service Requested 

Have you recently moved? 

Want your newsletter in color via e-mail? 

Contact the church office at: 

605-343-6171 

E-mail: office@fpcrc.org 
 Church Website 

www.fpcrc.org 


