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The Voice of the Church 

The other day I happened upon a quote from the German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer: “It is the voice of the 

church that is heard in singing together. It is not you that sings, it is the church that is singing, and you as a member may share 

in its song” (Life Together, San Francisco: Harper, 1954, 61).  

Choral singing is such a beautiful metaphor for the church. To sing in a choir, we give up the self for the sake of the 

whole. To sing in a choir, we sacrifice our personal voice for the voice of the group. To sing in a choir, we bring to existence 

something that could never exist in one individual.  

As we continue our journey through the season of Lent, let us reflect on the words of Jesus in the Gospel of Mark 8:  

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their 

life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it.” When we consider our times of corporate 

worship, our study of scripture, our church ministries, our community outreach, we must keep in mind that God calls us to deny 

ourselves – our desires, our preferences, our time, our talents – for the sake of the gospel. What is it that each of us is holding 

on to that prohibits the perfect blend and balance of the voice of the church? 

The Chancel Choir was recently invited to participate in a performance at Carnegie Hall in November. A recent video 

recording of the choir so impressed the organizing group that we were sent a formal invitation. Had that recording conveyed a 

group of people unwilling to put in the required individual effort or were unwilling to sacrifice their personal voice for the 

voice of the group, I can guarantee there would be no invitation to Carnegie Hall. New life is gained when we give our voices 

for the sake of the other. The possibilities are exciting and endless! 

What is God calling us to deny for the voice of the church? What can be accomplished when we take up our cross and 

follow Jesus? What can be gained if we lose our lives for the sake of the gospel? “It is not you that sings, it is the church that is 

singing, and you as a member may share in its song.” 

Paul Robinson  

Director of Worship Arts/Organist 
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Meet our Staff 

 

 Mar. 3 - Potluck for Northwestern Choir at 5:30 p.m. 

 Mar. 3 - Northwestern A cappella Choir Concert at 7:00 p.m. 

 Mar. 18 - Empty Bowls for youth & children at 4:00 p.m. 

 Mar. 25 - St. John Passion at 4:00 p.m. 

 Mar. 29 - Seder Meal at Westminster Church @ 6:00 p.m. 

 Mar. 30 - Good Friday Service at 7:00 p.m. 

Dates to Remember 

First Presbyterian Church 

Chancel Choir & Orchestra 
Present 

Bob Chilcott 

Sunday, March 25 at 4:00 p.m. 
A free-will offering will be taken to support the work 

of  Black Hills Area Habitat for Humanity. 

mailto:dawnbarg@gmail.com


Prayer Shawl 

The Prayer Shawl group meets the first Wednesday of 
each month. Our next meeting is March 7 at 9:00 

a.m. in the Lounge. Please plan to join us. For more 
information, please call  

Carol Merbach at 939-4153 
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 Preaching Schedule 2018 

March 4 (Third Sunday in Lent) 
Title: The Gift of Grace 
Theme: Faith and life are given so we need to be good receivers. 
 

March 11 (Fourth Sunday in Lent) 
Text: Ephesians 2:1-10, John 3:14-21 
Title: Self made, or God made? 
Theme: We are what God has made us. 
 

March 18 (Fifth Sunday in Lent) 
Text: Hebrews 5:5-10, John 12:20-33 
Title: Drawn to Jesus and Drawn to God 
Theme: On the cross Jesus draws all peoples to himself and to God. 
 

March 25 (Liturgy of the Palms) 
Text: Psalm 118:19-29, John 12:12-16 
Title: Open Gates 
Theme: Jesus entered the gates of Jerusalem in triumph to open the gates of the Kingdom for good. 
 

March 30 (Good Friday) 
Text: John 18:1-19:18 
Title: “Shadows Lengthen into Night” 
Theme: God even turns advancing darkness into light. 

Cornerstone Mission Meal 

Receiving loads of gratitude from the guests at the 
Cornerstone Mission for the January meal were: Jim 
Haddock, Judy Nielson, John & Lois Huisman, and 
Don & Doneen Grimm. Be a part of this mission. 
Ask your “cousins” to help you and sign up on the 

clipboard in the social room. It’s the 4th Tuesday of 
the month from 4 - 6:30 p.m. 

Could you use some calm?   

Does it seem to you that your worries or the worries of those around you are 

greater than they used to be?  Max Lucado writes, "The news about our anxiety 

is enough to make us anxious.”  His book, Anxious for Nothing, invites readers to 

delve into Philippians 4:6-7   

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 
Lucado guides readers through this Scripture passage and explores in video and 

print what he suggests are key concepts of celebration, asking for help, leaving 

our concerns, and meditating.  “Anxiety comes with life, but it doesn't have to 

dominate your life”, a subtlety worth some consideration and conversation!  

Lenten Lunch Study 

Join us at noon to enjoy homemade soup, a short video, and discussion each Wednesday, 
February 21 through March 21, in the lower level social room at First Presbyterian Church.  If 
you are interested in digging deeper,  an accompanying book will be available for purchase.  
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3/11 - Brent Albrecht 

3/12 - Tami Lindquist 

3/15 - Judy Nielson 

3/19 - Emma Hargens 

          Rick Ludeman 

3/20 - Tim Torres 

3/21 - Ron Davis 

          Doris Dressler 

          Peter Fischer 

 

 

 

 3/1 - Todd Torres 

 3/2 - Gena Karen 

 3/3 - Michele Johnson 

         Cathy Mollers 

 3/4 - Jean Rabbass 

 3/6 - Lenny Young 

 3/7 - Wayne Hoffman 

         Carol Merbach 

 3/8 - Tessa Sinclair 

 3/9 - Caroline Rhoads 

          Glenna Books        

 

 

3/22 - Allen Caldwell 

          Ryan Long 

3/23 - Betsy Young 

3/24 - Audrey Hamm 

          Sarah Allen 

3/25 - Kaylee Miller 

          Seth Tupper 

3/26 - Brad Bargmann 

3/27 - Bob Conant 

3/29 - Amy Berke 

3/31 - Danica Alexander 

  

Our youth and children will once again be painting bowls to be donated to Feeding South Da-
kota’s Empty Bowls event. We will meet at Pottery to Paint on Sunday, March 18 at 4:00 p.m. 

Parents are welcome to stay, or return to Pottery to Paint to pick up your students between 5:00
-5:30 p.m. (Save the Date- We are planning on attending the Empty Bowls dinner on April 12 at 

5:30 p.m. and would love for 
families to join us.) 



Pancakes and Cookies and Cake, Oh My! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29  30 31 

March 20 18  

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 
w/Northwestern Choir 

11 a.m. Fellowship 

11:15 a.m. Sunday      
  School  

2 p.m. Brady Ketelsen                                                 
Recital 

4 - 6 p.m. Club 45 

5 - 7 p.m. Youth 

 

9 a.m. Wired Word  

10 a.m. Worship 

11 a.m. Fellowship 

11:15 a.m. Sunday 

                 School 

5 - 7 p.m. Youth 

 

9 a.m. Wired Word 

9 a.m. Club 45 

           Service Project  

10 a.m. Worship 

11 a.m. Fellowship 

11:15 a.m. Sunday       
  School 

4 p.m. Empty Bowls 

5 - 7 p.m. Youth 

 

11 a.m.  

Congregational Life & 
Learning 

Church Office  

Closed 

Church Office  

Closed 

Church Office  

Closed 

Church Office  

Closed 

7 p.m. Bells of Hills 

 

4 p.m. Mission Meal 

 

7 p.m. Bells of Hills 

 

5:30 p.m. Session 

7 p.m. Bells of Hills 

 

4 p.m. Presbyterian 

Women Bible Study 
@ Westhills 

7 a.m. Men’s  

          Fellowship 

 

7 a.m. Men’s  

          Fellowship 

 

7 a.m. Men’s  

          Fellowship 

 

7 a.m. Men’s  

          Fellowship 

9 -11 a.m. Cantata 
Dress Rehearsal 

9:30 a.m. Third 

Thursday @ Wes-
thills 

9:15 a.m. 

Presbyterian Women 
Bible Study 

12 p.m. Lenten Lunch 

9 a.m. Prayer Shawl 

 

12 p.m. Lenten Lunch 

6 p.m. Praise Team 

6 p.m. Bells 

7 p.m. Choir 

 

7 p.m. Bells of Hills 

 

6 p.m. Praise Team 

6 p.m. Bells 

7 p.m. Choir 

5:30 pm. Trustees 

9 a.m. Wired Word 

10 a.m. Worship 

11 a.m. Fellowship 

11:15 a.m. Sunday 

                 School 

4 p.m. St. John Passion 

           Cantata 

5 - 7 p.m. Youth 

7:30 a.m. - 5:30 pm. 
Walkabout 

 

6 p.m. Praise Team 

6 p.m. Bells 

7 p.m. Choir 

5:30 p.m. Potluck 

7 p.m. Northwest-

ern A cappella Choir 

Concert 

7 a.m. Men’s  

          Fellowship 

 

Church Office  

Closed 

6 p.m. Praise Team 

6 p.m. Bells 

7 p.m. Choir 

12 p.m. Lenten Lunch 

6 p.m. Seder Meal at 

Westminster 7 p.m. Good Friday 

            Service 



First Presbyterian Church                     (605)343-6171                            office@fpcrc.org  

Help us be green!  

We would like to continue 

sending the newsletter via 

email as much as possible. If 

you would like your newsletter sent by email, 

please provide your current email to the 

church office, 343-6171 or           

office@fpcrc.org. You can also view the 

newsletter on our website at www.fpcrc.org 

Thanks for helping us be green! 

What is the Prayer Chain? 

The prayer chain is a group of dedicated people, 

who are willing to pray for a period of time, 

(usually two weeks or as long as requested) for 

a requested need. No prayer request is too 

small or too large.  

All requests are held in confidence and not 

shared with the bulletin and newsletter prayer 

list, unless requested. 

Have a need? Contact the church office at 343-

6171, or MaryAnn Davis @ 343-3698 

Any use of the church must be scheduled with the church office  

at 343-6171 or email office@fpcrc.org. 

 

Please submit your articles for the Newsletter by the 25th of the month. Items to 

be published in the bulletin should be submitted by noon on Wednesday of each 

week. To submit information, please contact the office.  

605-343-6171 or office@fpcrc.org 
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Church Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday: Closed 

Club 45 Service Project  
Our 4th and 5th graders have decided that our food bag ministry is the service project that they would like to help with 

each month. They will be raising money to buy food and assembling bags each month. If you would like to support 

Club 45 with this ministry, you can make a donation of food or money. The following are items that they need. 

 Canned goods that have a pop top or easily open without a can opener, including fruits & veggies 

 Non perishable snack food items (granola bars, individual cracker packs or trail mix) & Plastic grocery bags & 

plastic spoons 

There is a drop box in the copy room next to the office or in the baskets located in the Narthex. Donations can also 

be dropped off at the church office. Thank you for your help.  



710 Kansas City St. 
Rapid City, SD  57701 

Return Service Requested 

Have you recently moved? 

Want your newsletter in color via e-mail? 

Contact the church office at: 

605-343-6171 

E-mail: office@fpcrc.org 
 Church Website 

www.fpcrc.org 


